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20 years ago
Terry Gyger resigned as Director of 
Mission to North America (MNA) to 
move to Boston to plant a church. 

Had spent 14 years with MNA 

Oversaw the planting of Redeemer in 
NYC, moved to Boston to try to do 
the same. 

Previously PCA plants in Boston were 
in Braintree and Concord



What in the world 
is the PCA?

First split in the Presbyterian Church 
in the US was related to the War 
between the states. 

Issues of race and politics (or the 
lack of them) 

Northern church - UPCUSA 

Southern Church - PCUS



Northern church split in 1930’s 

Issues of theological liberalism in 
seminaries and missions 

Bible Presbyterian Church in New 
Jersey (Carl McIntyre) 

Reformed Presbyterian Church 
Evangelical Synod - eventually 
established Covenant Seminary and 
College 

Orthodox Presbyterian Church - 
connected to Westminster Seminary



Southern Church split in 1973 

Similar issues 

Presbyterian Church in America began as 
the ‘Continuing Presbyterian Church’ 

Ready cooperation with parachurch 
ministries 

Deeply suspicious of centralization - 
congregations own their own property 

Denominational agencies weakened 

Zeal for church planting



Reunions in the early 80’s 

North and South come together to 
form the PCUSA 

PCA invites OPC and RPCES to join. 
RPCES accepts and joins. 

PCA inherits Covenant College 
and Seminary 

Evangelical Presbyterian Church is 
formed for those leaving the PCUSA 
but not wanting to join the PCA



Recent developments 

2013 mass exodus from the PCUSA in light 
of the potential ordination of actively 
homosexual ministers. 

a long, drawn out dispute; a bit more 
complicated and nuanced, but this is the 
main issue. 

Evangelical Covenant Order of Presbyterians 
formed 

to keep the EPC from being overwhelmed 

to give room to contemplate the future 

zeal for church planting



Also ethnic and regional offshoots 

RPCNA - Irish 

Antrim Street 

ARP - Scottish 

Erskine College and Seminary 

Other Reformed 

CRC 

recent Dutch 

RCA 

older Dutch



CTK in Boston
Terry Gyger and Osni Ferreira merge CTK 
with a four year old PCUSA Brazilian 
mission congregation then meeting in 
Inman Square. 

move from Boston to Cambridge 

purchase of the building and 
particularization in 1996 

Samuel Vieira replaces Osni in 1997 

initial vision for unification but Osni’s 
departure and the surge of Brazilian 
immigration compromise the effort



Brazilian church planting 

Bethel Presbyterian in Marlboro, now 
owns a building, new pastor arriving 
in January 

New Life Church in Framingham, also 
owns a building, Pastor Manoel 
Oliveira 

CTK East Boston, Pastor Neusmane Dias 

CTK Quincy, Pastor Tom Hudson



Rick Downs replaces Terry in 2000; 
Naama Mendes replaces Samuel in 
2004 

Division of finances in 2005 but still 
one entity legally and ecclesiastically 

Multicongregational 

CTK Dorchester begins worship in 2007, 
Dan Rogers arrives in 2008 

CTK Newton begins worship in 2010 
with Bradley Barnes



Grace South Shore begins worship 
in 2011 with Troy Albee 

CTK JP/Roxbury begins worship in 
2013 with Logan Keck 

CTK Roslindale/West Roxbury 
begins worship in 2013 with Bryan 
Loney 

CTK Somerville began worship last 
week with David Richter



A new day for Cambridge? 

Pastor Leandro Pinheiro just arrived 

The tipping point of the gospel 

Brazilian immigration has ebbed 

A large percentage of the 
congregation is bilingual and 
some second generation speak no 
Portuguese 

The big question of assimilation



What’s next? 

Reenergizing a presence in 
Cambridge and a commitment to 
the community 

Northern suburbs poised for a 
plant 

South Boston 

Arlington/Belmont within 5 years



Hot Topics
Serious about the kids 

we baptize the children of 
members 

Gender and church office 

the office of elder is gender 
specific; the diaconate is not 

It always gets back to Jesus



Charismatic gifts 

we are soft cessasionists  

A high view of the Bible 

“inerrancy” in ordination vows, but 
be careful 

essay by Frame 

appreciative of tradition, but 
nothing trumps Scripture



Politics 

neither right nor left, but ‘faith 
expressing itself through love’ 

Science and faith 

we find no inherent contradiction 
between the raw data of science 
and the Bible 

fundamentalists on both sides



Sexuality 

in our lives, a huge issue; 
everyone is affected 

much more complicated than the 
current discussion allows 

The Bible is uniformly negative 
regarding homosexual behavior 

evangelical world in Greater 
Boston will be divided on this


