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The Gospel for Christians



The third question
❖ Do you resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace 

of the Holy Spirit, that you will endeavor to live as becomes a 
follower of Christ?

❖ What does it mean to rely on the Holy Spirit?

❖ What happens when you fail?

❖ We need a theology of failure, not of perfection, of 
redemption, not of innocence.

❖ What does it mean to follow Jesus?

❖ Why do we confess sins in our worship service every 
week?



Salvation is past, present and future
❖ The third question is about sanctification.

❖ One of the great things that happened in the Reformation 
was the recapturing of the distinction between the finality 
of Christ’s work and the daily struggle we all experience.

❖ God’s work of salvation is broadly thought of in three 
stages: justification, sanctification and glorification

❖ Christians have been justified, are being sanctified, will be 
glorified

❖ Justification is already, sanctification is right now, 
glorification is not yet.



❖ For example

❖ Past: Ephesians 2.8: For by grace you have been saved through 
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,

❖ Present: 1 Corinthians 15.1, 2: Now I would remind you, 
brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in 
which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold 
fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.

❖ Future: Romans 5.9, 10: Since, therefore, we have now been 
justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from 
the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that 
we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.



❖ Critical distinction although inseparable

❖ Deficient evangelicalism says, “I have been saved. 
Full stop.”

❖ RC says, “I am being saved.”

❖ Biblically we would say both, and add one: “I have 
been saved; I am being saved; I will be saved.”



❖ Justification always past, not future

❖ Romans 5.1ff 

❖ Sanctification built on justification

❖ Our tendency, even our instinct, is the opposite, to build 
justification (acceptance) upon sanctification (performance)

❖ this is quintessential soul-crushing paganism, and the 
experience of most Christians

❖ We keep coming back to free justification as the ground 
and motivation for growth in sanctification.



❖ Martin Luther – “simul justus et peccator”

❖ Christians are never anything more or anything less 
than sinners saved by grace.

❖ Tim Keller – “The gospel is that you are more sinful 
than you ever dared believe yet you can be more loved 
than you ever dared hope at the same time because 
Jesus Christ lived and died in your place.”

❖ “God is revealed in the gospel as more holy than any 
conservative can bear and more loving than any 
liberal can imagine.”



❖ Richard Lovelace – “As P. T. Forsythe says, ‘It is an item of faith 
that we are children of God; there is plenty of experience in us 
against it.’  The faith that surmounts this evidence and is able 
to warm itself at the fire of God’s love, instead of having to 
steal love and self-acceptance from other sources, is actually the 
root of holiness.”

❖ As the awareness of God’s holiness and one’s own sin 
increase, there is also an increase in the appropriation of 
God’s grace by the Holy Spirit.  The gospel is not supplanted 
by human effort, but faith grows and obedience grows out of 
faith (Romans 1.5)

❖ The key ingredient in this dynamic is repentant faith, 
constantly confronting pride, unbelief and self-centeredness.  
(Romans 2.4; Isaiah 30.15)



❖ There is a need for ongoing repentance, a continuing 
recognition of sin in one’s life.

❖ It’s a matter of being honest.

❖ This produces humility, generosity, patience, lack of 
defensiveness and willingness to hear criticism.

❖ There is also an ongoing need to believe the gospel.

❖ Pride gets in the way, as does the accusation of the 
devil.

❖  A guilty conscience should propel you quickly to 
Jesus; it’s a terrible burden to carry for long.

❖ The fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5.22f)



❖ It’s a matter of staying connected to the grace of God, 
not worrying about whether or not he loves you.

❖ That’s why we confess sins every week in the service.

❖ And why we hear words of absolution, grace from 
the worship leader every week.

❖ There is a need to preach the gospel to yourself as a 
Christian

❖ Being a Christian is an ongoing exercise of faith.



It’s growing
❖ Salvation is to be worked out - Philippians 2.12f

❖ It does not end at conversion.

❖ “Take my yoke upon you . . .” - Matthew 11.39

❖ “The grace of God teaches us to say ‘no’ to ungodliness 
and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright 
and godly lives.” - Titus 3.11f

❖ Important to note that this growth is primarily growth in 
grace, in knowing God, in relying upon him and his word.

❖ It is secondarily, and almost subconsciously, a growth in 
good behavior.


