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The Gospel



Membership Covenant
❖ These are the questions asked of those joining the church

❖ Do you acknowledge yourself to be a sinner in the sight of God, justly 
deserving his displeasure, and without hope save in his sovereign mercy?

❖ Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and Savior of 
sinners, and receive and rest upon him alone for salvation as he is offered 
in the gospel?

❖ Do you resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, that you will endeavor to live as becomes a follower of Christ? 

❖ Do you promise to support the church in its worship and work to the best 
of your ability?

❖ Do you submit yourself to the government and discipline of the church, 
and promise to study its purity and peace?



❖ We want to be clear about what those mean.

❖ Let’s talk about the first two

❖ Do you acknowledge yourself to be a sinner in the sight of 
God, justly deserving his displeasure, and without hope 
save in his sovereign mercy?

❖ Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, 
and Savior of sinners, and receive and rest upon him alone 
for salvation as he is offered in the gospel?



Where do we start?

❖ Ancient practice of catechesis in order to join the church

❖ a year long study

❖ Apostles Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Ten Commandments, 
Baptism

❖ Specific doctrinal commitments of our denomination

❖ Westminster Confession



…of first importance

❖ Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to 
you, which you received, in which you stand, and by which 
you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to 
you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of 
first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our 
sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures. - 1 Corinthians 15.1-4



Many other succinct verses

❖ Isaiah 53.5 - But he was pierced for our transgressions; he 
was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 
chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we 
are healed. 

❖ Mark 10.45 - “For even the Son of Man came not to be served 
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”



❖ John 3.16 - “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life.”

❖ Acts 10.43 - “To him all the prophets bear witness that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.” 

❖ Acts 13.38f - “Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that 
through this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, and 
by him everyone who believes is freed from everything from 
which you could not be freed by the law of Moses.”



❖ Romans 4.22ff - That is why his faith was “counted to him 
as righteousness.” But the words “it was counted to him” 
were not written for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be 
counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead 
Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for our trespasses and 
raised for our justification. 

❖ 2 Corinthians 5.19 - in Christ God was reconciling the world 
to himself, not counting their trespasses against them.



❖ 2 Corinthians 5.21 - For our sake he made him to be sin who 
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.

❖ Titus 2.14 - who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 
lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own 
possession who are zealous for good works.

❖ 1 Peter 2.24 - He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, 
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness.



❖ 1 Peter 3.18 - For Christ also suffered once for sins, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God.

❖ 1 John 4.10 - In this is love, not that we have loved God but 
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins.

❖ Not a peripheral concern, but the ‘soup to nuts’ of 
redemptive history (the Bible)

❖ Always being screwed up (Galatians 5.1)



Two Grids

❖ Historical

❖ Creation - all things very good

❖ Fall - Sin, bondage and condemnation

❖ Redemption - Jesus, God incarnate, substitute

❖ Consummation - All restored



Two Grids

❖ Systematic

❖ God - holy and loving, just and merciful

❖ Humanity - greatness and wretchedness in one 
package

❖ Jesus - two natures, crucified and resurrected

❖ Faith - unites to Christ in death and resurrection



Back to the two questions

❖ Do you acknowledge yourself to be a sinner in the sight of 
God, justly deserving his displeasure, and without hope save 
in his sovereign mercy?

❖ Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and 
Savior of sinners, and receive and rest upon him alone for 
salvation as he is offered in the gospel?



Who are you calling a sinner?
❖ Romans 5: Therefore, just as sin came into the world through 

one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all 
men because all sinned— ; many died through one man's 
trespass; the judgment following one trespass brought 
condemnation; death reigned through that one man; one 
trespass led to condemnation for all men; by the one man's 
disobedience the many were made sinners . . .

❖ Adam’s sin makes ours automatic.

❖ In order to make sense of Jesus’ death on the cross you 
have to acknowledge your sin and your sins.



You gotta believe!
❖ “Faith” in the Bible is very different from putting faith 

in the Red Sox.

❖ “Faith” in the Red Sox is hoping they can win. 
(Maybe they will, maybe they won’t.)

❖ “Faith,” is used in the Bible to indicate trust and 
allegiance.

❖ Faith = receiving and resting, and Jesus alone is the 
proper object of faith

❖ Faith plus anything else amounts to trouble



It’s personal

❖ Confess with your mouth . . . and believe with your heart . . . 
- Romans 10.9

❖ At the center of your personality, the place of your 
core commitments

❖ Paul’s prayer in Ephesians 3: Christ dwelling in hearts 
through faith so that we would be filled with the 
fullness of God.


