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Intro
❖ Evangelical church notable for the poverty of its ecclesiology.

❖ mea culpa

❖ As a starting point:

❖ Matthew 16: And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon 
Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but 
my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and 
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven.”



❖ The Great Constitution

❖ As critical as the Great Commission

❖ The church belongs to Jesus.

❖ The gates of hell will not stand against the church.

❖ Not that the gates of hell will never prevail against 
the church. The church is envisioned as the aggressor.

❖ He is building it on Peter’s profession that he is the 
Messiah.

❖ Not on Peter as an individual

❖ The keys to the kingdom are tied to the church.



❖ And 1 Timothy 3: . . . the household of God, which is the 
church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth.

❖ careful that a human institution is not in mind

❖ the parable of the tenants (Mt. 21; Mk. 12; Lk 20) 
indicates God’s indifference to human institutions

❖ Nevertheless, the universally agreed upon teachings 
cannot be laid aside.



❖ This means that the church is not a club for those with similar 
cultural tastes, political views, ethnic backgrounds, and moral 
leanings. They do not meet because they share a hobby called 
‘spirituality’ or because they have the same vision for 
transforming culture.  Believers gather to be regularly 
reconstituted as the body of Christ, receiving Christ as their 
living Head.  They do not gather on their own initiative but 
are gathered by the Spirit through his ordained means of 
grace. Unlike voluntary associations (book clubs, political 
parties, or fans of the opera or garage bands), the church is 
not made up of people I chose to be my friends. God chose 
them for me and me for them. They are my family because of 
God’s election, not mine. . .



❖ Gathered to be redefined by the kingdom of Christ rather than 
by the kingdoms of this age, we are then scattered again into 
the world as salt – not huddled together in Christian societies 
for moral transformation and ecclesiastically sanctioned 
political causes, but dispersed into the world as doctors, 
homemakers, plumbers, lawyers, truck drivers, citizens and 
neighbors. - Michael Horton, Christless Christianity



What is a church?
❖ Is the church ours to reinvent, or is it God’s? Does the head of 

the church have anything to say, or do the consultants have 
the last word? Shouldn’t “doing church” follow from what we 
believe is the church’s being? . . . For all the lofty and recent 
statements about biblical authority, a great part of the 
evangelical community has made a historic shift. It has 
transferred authority from SOLO SCRIPTURA (by Scripture 
alone) to SOLA CULTURA (by culture alone). Is the culture 
decisive and the audience sovereign for the Christian church? 
Not for one moment. God forbid.



❖ The client and the consumer may be king for free-market 
enterprise. Serving the shareholder may be obligatory for the 
directors of corporations but the church of Christ is not under 
the sway of market totalitarianism—even in America where 
capitalism is king, pope, and emperor, all rolled into one. 
From the prophets’ “This is the word of the Lord” to the 
reformer’s “Here I stand; so help me, God, I can do no other,” 
the message, not the audience, is always sovereign, and the 
culture is always potentially the world set over against Christ 
and his kingdom.  
               
Os Guinness, Prophetic Untimeliness



Nicene Creed
❖ ONE

❖ Denominations are lamentable, efforts at unification are 
flawed.

❖ Non-denominational is the modern word for congregational.  
Dangerous if not connected.

❖ Modern ecumenism emphatically sacrificed theological 
integrity, preferring grace to truth.

❖ Denominations can be helpful in providing homes for those 
committed to areas in which God has not given clarity.

❖ Unity is sustained in the preaching of the apostolic gospel.

❖ Kindness and deference should mark interchurch relations.



Nicene Creed
❖ HOLY

❖ Set apart, different

❖ The church is holy not because it is good, but because 
it is Christ’s.

❖ Owen - Holiness is nothing but the implanting, 
writing and realizing of the gospel in our souls.

❖ “If you love me you will keep my commandments.”



Nicene Creed
❖ CATHOLIC

❖ Clowney - The church as a whole is more than the 
local church.

❖ Closely connected to unity, but a different idea.

❖ Around the world and through the centuries.

❖ Denominations beneficial to catholicity: a means of 
living with doctrinal convictions without 
excommunicating everyone else.



Nicene Creed
❖ APOSTOLIC

❖ This was critical for the Reformers as they were accused of 
being schismatic.  They understood that they were more 
consistent with the church through the ages than were the 
present Roman authorities.  They understood apostolic 
succession to be connected to apostolic preaching rather 
than to any human institution.  The Reformation, for them, 
was Christ acting to preserve his church.

❖ This focused on Holy Scripture, the anchor of apostolic 
thought, as the only final authority.

❖ Other solae: fide, gratia, Christus, Deo gloria



Three Marks
❖ Word - The great mark of the church is the message it 

proclaims: the gospel of salvation from sin and eternal 
death through the cross and the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, who alone is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.

❖ Sacrament – baptism and Lord’s Supper

❖ Sacraments are always connected to the Word, the 
law and the gospel, the statutes and the promises, so 
as to avoid superstition.

❖ The place of clarity - are you or are you not a 
Christian?  A challenge and an invitation.



Three Marks
❖ Discipline

❖ Quite critical, but routinely ignored or misunderstood

❖ Calvin understood discipline as a subset of 
Sacrament, i.e. baptismal candidates are interviewed 
by elders as to the veracity of their faith; communion 
attendees likewise are overseen as to the same and 
should should accordingly examine themselves. 

❖ More later



Three Marks
❖ Membership – Those who say that church membership 

is not necessary, or even that it is unbiblical, fail to grasp 
what the New Testament teaches about the church and 
the administration of the sacraments.  Jesus 
accompanied his promise to build his church with the 
gift of the keys of the kingdom.  Those who do not heed 
the final discipline of the church are to be regarded as 
Gentiles and publicans, that is, as outside the 
membership of the community (Matthew 18.17).

❖ Not so much ‘joining’ as being admitted to the 
sacraments



Worship
❖ Wide range of styles, love must govern (also humility)

❖ Every style (liturgical, traditional, praise and worship, 
seeker friendly) has a historical and theological referent.

❖ Liturgical - emphasis on physical, sensual; Eucharist 
is central

❖ Traditional - emphasis on intellectual; Sermon is 
central

❖ Praise and worship - emphasis is on emotional; music 
is central



Worship
❖ Seeker oriented - emphasis is on practical; relevance is 

central

❖ Norm should be, or is, theological; situation is local 
community; existential component is personal 
preference (with humility) 

❖ Reformed worship

❖ Regulative principle; adhering to biblical norms as 
much as possible

❖ Can contain elements of all, but to be consistent the 
sermon will be central.



Worship
❖ “Ecclesial revivalism”

❖ Both the traditions of the church and the need for 
heartfelt, ongoing repentance and faith.

❖ Theological richness and evangelistic heart and voice.



The Mission of the Church
❖ As defined by Jesus

❖ making disciples, baptizing, teaching obedience

❖ repentance and forgiveness proclaimed

❖ bearing witness to the kingship of Jesus



❖ “In today’s cultural climate, where the accolades come 
quickly to those with humanitarian strategies and the 
opprobrium falls fast on those with evangelistic 
concerns, it is even more imperative that we keep the 
main thing the main thing.  The danger is real.  If we do 
not share the gospel – with words! – the story will not 
be told.  Just as bad, if our priorities mirror the 
Millennium Development goals, we will be redundant.” 
- deYoung and Gilbert



❖ “I urge my readers to discern the balance I am seeking 
to strike.  If we confuse evangelism and social justice we 
lose what is the single most unique service that 
Christians can offer the world.  Others, alongside 
believers, can feed the hungry.  But Christians have the 
gospel of Jesus by which men and women can be born 
again into the certain hope of eternal life.  No one else 
can make such an invitation.” - Keller



❖ “This has been a significant year in the PCA for racial 
reconciliation, at least in terms of statements and some 
pastors pursuing relationships cross-culturally. I don't 
discount its value. However, what I would really like to 
see is a change of practice in cross cultural evangelism, not 
just cross cultural pastoral relationships or conference 
speakers. I would like to see some congregations not 
simply change their ethnic demographics by welcome and 
inclusion, but by expansion, by evangelism, by conversion, 
by discipleship. The obstacles are many but would 
somebody go out and get the lost and bring them in? That 
is my question and challenge.” - Randy Nabors



❖ “In discussions about the contemporary mission of the 
Church it is often said that the Church ought to address 
itself to the real questions which people are asking. 
 That is to misunderstand the mission of Jesus and the 
mission of the Church.  The world's questions are not 
the questions which lead to life.  What really needs to be 
said is that where the Church is faithful to its Lord, 
there the powers of the kingdom are present and people 
begin to ask the question to which the gospel is the 
answer.  And that, I suppose, is why the letters of St. 
Paul contain so many exhortations to faithfulness but no 
exhortations to be active in mission.” - Newbigen


