
Covenant Theology 
Week 7: Systematic Theology Through a Covenantal Lens 

 
“The distance between God and the creature is so great, that although reasonable creatures do owe obedience 
unto Him as their Creator, yet they could never have any fruition of Him as their blessedness and reward, but 
by some voluntary condescension on God's part, which he has been pleased to express by way of covenant.”  

 
– Westminster Confession of Faith VII.1 

 
I. The logic of evangelical theology 

a. The gospel:  salvation for sinners announced (1 Corinthians 15:1-4; Romans 3:21-25; 
Titus 3:4-7) 

b. Salvation is found in Christ 
c. Then:  if salvation is in Christ, how does that work? [Redemption] 
d. If salvation in Christ works that way, what must be true of Christ? [Christology] 
e. If that is who Christ is, what must be true of God? [Trinitarian theology] 

II. The covenantal frame of the gospel:  Genesis 1-3 
a. Substance of covenant is present, even if the word isn’t used (Hosea 6:7) 

i. Historical prologue 
ii. Ethical Stipulations 

iii. Sanctions (Blessings and Curses) 
b. Covenant of works, covenant of grace, both on display 
c. This will then point toward a third:  the intra-trinitarian covenant of redemption 

III. Redemption 
a. Union with Christ/Adoption (2 Corinthians 5:18-21; Ephesians 1:3-14) 

i. Federal headship as grounds for union with Christ (Romans 5:12-21, 1 
Corinthians 15:45-49) 

ii. Identifying as children of God (Mt. 17:24-27) 
iii. Common grace:  the shadow of the Covenant in all covenants 

b. Justification 
i. The covenant of grace does not set aside the covenant of works 
ii. Faith as the instrument of receiving Christ (Romans 4:1-8) 

iii. Double imputation and the mediator 
c. Sanctification 

i. The new covenant in the blood of the mediator (Jeremiah 31:31-34) 
ii. Obedience as covenant children, individually and corporately 

iii. Spirit-filled living (Gal. 5:16-18ff.) 
1. Life lived in faith in Christ (therefore not a matter of needing him less 

over time!) 
2. Sanctification grounded on justification 

d. Glorification 
i. Not less dependence on Christ, but more complete reflection of him 
ii. Glory as the hoped-for state from the beginning 



iii. Resurrected life in a restored creation 
IV. Christology 

a. The mediator of the covenant (Hebrews 9:11-28) 
b. Why did the mediator have to be fully divine? 

i. God’s initiative – Lord of the covenant(s) 
ii. God’s full responsibility for the covenant of grace 

c. Why did the mediator have to be fully human? 
i. Covenantal head over humanity 
ii. Perfect obedience 

d. Why both in one person? 
i. Role of covenant mediator, possibilities of deeper connection with God via the 

God-man 
ii. “…otherwise, neither was the proximity near enough, nor the affinity strong 

enough, to give us hope that God would dwell with us…” – John Calvin, Institutes 
II.xii.1 

V. The Trinity 
 

“…to the Father is attributed the beginning of action, the fountain and source of all things; to the Son, 
wisdom, counsel, and arrangement in action, while the energy and efficacy of action is assigned to the 
Spirit.” – John Calvin, Institutes I.xiii.18 

a. The unity of triune love:  Opera trinitatis ad extra indivisa sunt 
b. Father/Son as covenantal roles (“today I have begotten you…”) 
c. Covenant of redemption within the trinity 

i. Son as the one who will offer perfect obedience (Determination to incarnate 
himself from eternity past) 

ii. Spirit & the promise of life in God 

 
 
Schedule: 
Biblical Overview:     Theological Implications: 

Week 1:  Covenant of Creation   Week 7:  Systematic Theology Through a Covenantal Lens 
Week 2:  Noahic & Abrahamic Covenants Week 8:  The Church as the Covenant Community 
Week 3:  Mosaic Covenant     
Week 4:  Davidic Covenant      
Week 5:  The New Covenant and the Prophets 
Week 6:  Jesus as the Covenant Head 

 
Further Reading:  
Westminster Confession of Faith, chs 7-8  
O. Palmer Robertson, The Christ of the Covenants (P&R, 1987)  
Michael Horton, Introducing Covenant Theology (Baker, repr 2009; originally God of Promise [2006])

 


