
Covenant Theology 
Week 4: Davidic Covenant 

 
• The Image of God:  Royal representation and the presence of God 
• Covenant Kingship (2 Samuel 7) 

o This is the climax of the covenant, as far as the OT is concerned 
o Read the story to find the promises being kept and fulfilled – what leads up to 

the establishment of the kingdom and the coming of the king? 
§ 2 Sam 5:6-10 – Jerusalem 
§ 2 Sam 6:1-15 – the ark 
§ 2 Sam 7 

§ Why David is “a man after God’s own heart”? 
§ God gives David rest (recall Sabbath concept) 
§ Immanuel principle 

§ the Lord is with you (Nathan)  
§ the Lord has been in tents with his people  
§ [Jesus pitched his tent among us] 

§ Dwelling place and dynasty (2 Sam 7:5, 11) 
§ You will build a house for me? 
§ David wants to give God a permanent resting-place; God 

promises David a permanent throne 
§ [Fulfillment in Christ:  Acts 2:29-36] 
§ The Church:  “Living stones” - 1 Peter 2 

• King, but also a prophet & priest 
§ The role of the king (Dt. 17) 

§ Having his own copy of the law isn’t just to make sure he 
remembers it:  it indicates his covenantal relationship to the Lord. 

§ This also suggests the connection between the Davidic and 
Mosaic covenants (more on this below) 

• Prophet, priest and king 
§ The king’s role as covenantal mediator means that he rules as 

king, speaks on behalf of God as prophet, and represents the 
people before God and God before the people as priest 

§ Examples 
§ 1 Chronicles 29:22 
§ 2 Sam. 5:3 
§ 2 Kings 23:1-3 
§ Jeremiah 34:8 

• God’s son, David’s son (2 Sam 7:14) 
• Solomon, but not Solomon 

§ Solomon does establish the temple 
§ But it is Jesus that establishes the temple with true permanence 
§ [Jesus:  Matthew 1, Romans 1:3-4, Hebrews 1:5) 



§ Ps 2; 110 
• Obedience & punishment 

§ Category bending – 2 Sam 7:14b speaks of the son being 
disciplined in a way that doesn’t fit the ANE model of “divine 
kingship” 

§ The obedience of Jesus presses against our tendencies to 
downplay his full humanity 

• How does the Davidic covenant relate to Abraham and Moses? 
• An unconditional covenant of promise 
• A conditional covenant of blessing tied to obedience 

§ 2 Sam 7; 1 Kings 2:1-4; 1 Kings 9:4-7 
• We know how the story plays out… so what can we say of the 

permanence promised to David? 
• Although the Davidic covenant plays out in a history that leads to exile, 

God constantly reaffirms his faithfulness to remember and sustain 
David’s line 

• Jesus makes sense of the conditional and unconditional aspects of the 
Davidic covenant 

 
 
 
 
Schedule: 
Biblical Overview:     Theological Implications: 

Week 1:  Covenant of Creation   Week 7:  Systematic Theology Through a Covenantal Lens 
Week 2:  Noahic & Abrahamic Covenants Week 8:  The Church as the Covenant Community 
Week 3:  Mosaic Covenant     
Week 4:  Davidic Covenant      
Week 5:  The New Covenant and the Prophets 
Week 6:  Jesus as the Covenant Head 

 
Further Reading:  
Westminster Confession of Faith, chs 7-8  
O. Palmer Robertson, The Christ of the Covenants (P&R, 1987)  
Michael Horton, Introducing Covenant Theology (Baker, repr 2009; originally God of Promise [2006])

 


