
Covenant Theology 
Week 3: Mosaic Covenant 

Continuity of the Covenants 
1) Definition of covenant 
2) Review of covenants and history of patriarchs 
3) Egypt 

a. Exodus 1:6-14 
b. Exodus 2:23-25 
c. Exodus 6:1-9 
d. Exodus 12:11-18 
e. Exodus 15:11-18 

Covenant at Mt. Sinai (Ex 19-20,24,34,40) 
1) Preamble Exodus 19 (nation) 

a. Goal of the covenant (19:1-6), (Deut 7:6-8) 
b. Initiator of the covenant (Ex 20:1) ( Ex 3:7-10) 

2) Giving of the law (after redemption accomplished) 
a. 10 commandments (Moral Law) 
b.  Conditional covenant of grace- Israel to obey (Ex 20-23) blessing and cures 

(Deut 8, 27&28) 
c. 3 types of law 

i. Moral 
ii.  Civil 
iii. Ceremonial 

3) Covenant confirmed (Ex 24) 
4) Sign of the Covenant (Ex 31:12-18) (Deut 5:12-15) 
5) Renewal of the Covenant(Ex 34) 
6) Renewed before entering the Promised Land (Deut 29&30) 

Purposes of the law 
1) To show the perfect holiness God demands, “externalities summation Of God’s will” 
2) Israel is to be a kingdom of priests and holy nation (Ex 19:6) by following God and thus 

displayed to other nations. 
a. How Israel is to live in the land guide provides, “flowing with milk and honey.” 
b. All administrations subsequent to Moses use the law (1 King 2:1-4) 

3) Calvin, “to realize that they stand and are upheld by God’s hand alone” 
4) See they are incapable of observing the law, seek pardon 
5) To train Israel to look for a savior (promised seed to come, Jesus) 
6) Promise of rest to come (Ex 31) 

Old Covenant and New Covenant 
1) New Covenant (Jer 31:31-34) 

a. No longer condemnation and death but righteousness and life 
b. Law written on hearts  
c. Spirit applies the law 

2) Jesus fulfills the law 
a. Matthew 5:17-20 fulfills it, Romans 3:21-26 (righteousness apart from the law) 
b. Galatians 3:10-28 bears the curse we are owed 
c. 2 Corinthians 3:7-9, 12-18.  We no longer face death,  
d. Cessation of civil and ceremonial laws (Colossians 2:16-17) (Hebrews 9).   

Calvin, “Christ by his coming has terminated the ceremonial law but has not 



deprived them of anything of their sanctity; rather, he has approved and 
honored it.”   They pointed to Jesus and served to that purpose.  And now 
complete in Jesus sacrifice.   

e. Parting of the Red Sea (Ex 20:1), Tearing of curtain in 2 (Mark 15:38) 
f. Blood sprinkled on the nation of Israel (Ex 24:8), clothed in white robes from 

the blood of the Lamb (Rev 7:14) 
3) Purpose of the law today. True purpose of the law is to lead to Jesus. The law now 

because of faith in Jesus is written on our hearts. 
a. Romans 7:7-12 
b. Shows us how to repent and believe and directs us to worship. 

Robertson, “While the Christian always stands obligated to reflect the holiness 
and righteousness required in God’s law, he no longer relates to that law as an 
impersonal code standing outside himself. Instead, the Spirit of God constantly 
ministers the law within the heart of the believer.” 

c. Still need the law. Calvin. “By frequent meditation upon it to be aroused to 
obedience, be strengthened in it, and be drawn back into the slippery path of 
transgression. ... The law is to the flesh like a whip to an idle and balky ass, to 
arouse it to work.” 

d. Because the spirit is applying it to our hearts, the law helps us battle sin, devil 
and the world  

4) Still sojourners and holy people set apart 1 Peter 2:9-10.   
5) Rest to come.   Heb 4:9-11, Heb 3:1-19 

Schedule: 

Biblical Overview:     Theological Implications: 
Week 1:  Covenant of Creation Week 7:  Systematic Theology Through 
Week 2:  Noahic & Abrahamic Covenants a Covenantal Lens 
Week 3:  Mosaic Covenant Week 8:  The Church as the 
Week 4:  Davidic Covenant    Covenant Community 
Week 5:  The New Covenant and the Prophets   
Week 6:  Jesus as the Covenant Head 

Further Reading:  
Westminster Confession of Faith, chs 7-8  
O. Palmer Robertson, The Christ of the Covenants (P&R, 1987)  
ESV Study Bible 
Nancy Guthrie, The Lamb of God 
Calvin Institutes of the Christian Religions 1 
Casket, Carol Kaminiski 
thebibleproject.com 
Biblical Theology, Vos
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