
Covenant Theology 
Week 2: Noahic & Abrahamic Covenant 

 
First Judgment Day (Gen 6 – 7) 

1) The progression of humanity following the death of Abel:  the line of Cain and the line of Seth 
2) Noah finds favor in the eyes of the Lord.  Why? 
3) The Flood provides an archetypal depiction of the just judgment of the world for man’s sin: an 

unmaking 
a. Jeremiah 4:23-27 – note:  “I will not make a full end.” 
b. 2 Peter 3:4-6 

 
Covenant of Common Grace (Gen 8 – 9) 

1) Similarities between the covenant of creation and the Noahic covenant 
a. References to the creatures that fill the earth (6:20, 8:17) 
b. Covenant made with all creation (9:10) – the primeval history (Gen. 1-11) indicates 

God’s care for, and sovereignty over, all of creation, even as it demonstrates the 
universal extent of both the fall and the need for redemption. 

c. The mandate given to humanity (9:1,7) 
2) And yet – this is a covenant of redemption, not of creation 

a. An outworking of the covenant of grace 
b. God dealing covenantally with fallen humanity (note creation’s fear of mankind in 9:2) 

3) The Covenant of Preservation (Robertson) 
a. God promises to preserve the created order until the consummation (8:20-22) 
b. He does so because sin is pervasive (8:21) 
c. Particular importance attached to the preservation of human life, on whom God’s image 

is stamped (9:5-6) 
 

Covenant of Promise (Gen 12, 15, 17) 
1) Faith & justification (status with God) 

a. The covenant with Abraham is clearly a “bond in blood sovereignly administered” (O. 
Palmer Robertson) – no conditions offered or required of Abraham, even as early as the 
call in Ch. 12. 

b. Why does God elect? 
i. To work redemptively within the chosen people or group. 
ii.  To extend blessing and redemption through the chosen to other people.   

c. God’s purposes (2-3):  seven statements of blessing, highlighting that God will make 
Abram into a great nation, though we have just been told (twice!) that Sarai is barren. 

2) Self-maledictory oath of God 
a. Prompted by the question:  How shall I know? 
b. The halving of the animals:  “May it be done to me…” 

3) Sign of the covenant (circumcision) 
a. Genesis 17 begins with another unilateral declaration of promise – but now a sign is 

attached to the covenant. 



b. The sign of a covenant was a visible testimony to the relationship that had been 
established – typically representing either the promise or the curse associated with the 
covenant. 

i. Promise:  God has promised to provide seed.  Note that circumcision is explicitly 
extended to Gentiles who are not “of your offspring (lit. seed)” (12) 

ii. Curse:  To reject the sign is to be cut off from the people. 
c. Circumcision indicates: 

i. The need for cleansing 
ii. Inclusion in the covenant – a relationship both to the covenant community and 

to the Lord of the covenant 
iii. These two have to be interpreted in terms of one another:  to be a member of 

the community is to be cleansed.  Circumcision is not merely a purity rite or a 
badge of national membership. 

d. New Testament fulfillment 
i. Romans 4:3,9-12 
ii. Romans 2:25-29 

iii. Philippians 3:3 
iv. Colossians 2:11-12 – note direct connection to baptism 

 
Noah and Abraham:  Deliverance through judgment 

1) Wordplay on “cut” 
a. The flood cuts off life from the earth 
b. The one who is not cut in their flesh by circumcision is cut off from the people 
c. Sinful humanity is cut off from God, but God works redemptively by cutting a covenant 

2) Abraham’s three knife rituals 
a. The self-maledictory oath of Gen. 15 
b. Circumcision 
c. The sacrifice of Isaac – the Son of Promise saved from the knife by a substitute 

 
 
Schedule: 
Biblical Overview:     Theological Implications: 

Week 1:  Covenant of Creation   Week 7:  Systematic Theology Through a Covenantal Lens 
Week 2:  Noahic & Abrahamic Covenants Week 8:  The Church as the Covenant Community 
Week 3:  Mosaic Covenant     
Week 4:  Davidic Covenant      
Week 5:  The New Covenant and the Prophets 
Week 6:  Jesus as the Covenant Head 

 
Further Reading:  
Westminster Confession of Faith, chs 7-8  
O. Palmer Robertson, The Christ of the Covenants (P&R, 1987)  
Michael Horton, Introducing Covenant Theology (Baker, repr 2009; originally God of Promise [2006])

 


