
Covenant Theology 
Week 1: Covenant of Creation 

 
Our Relationship with God 

1) Covenant is the usual term! 
2) Architecture of a relationship 
3) Definition 

a. “A relationship of ‘oaths and bonds’ and involves mutual, though not necessarily equal, 
commitments” (O. Palmer Robertson) 

b. The simplest, best definition: “a divinely sanctioned commitment” (Meredith G. Kline) 
c. Background 

1. Ancient Near Eastern pattern of meaningful relationships 
2. Suzerain treaties & royal grants 

4) Features of the covenant 
a. Preamble (identifying parties) 
b. Historical prologue 
c. Ethical stipulations 
d. Sanctions 
e. Invocation of divine witness(es) 
f. Succession arrangements 

5) More than a document 
a. Oaths 
b. Symbolic actions 
c. Kingship & the role of a representative 

1. Acting on behalf of all 
2. People identified (for good or bad) with their representative 

6) More than “relationship” 
a. God relates covenantally from the beginning 
b. Usually enacted with a deadly serious sign 
c. Bond in blood, familial like (father-son language, employ terms like love [ḥesed]) 

7) Being “Reformed” means not simply the Five Points of Calvinism 
a. Commitment to confessional identity 
b. Commitment to covenantal relationship 

 
Creation as a Covenant (Genesis 1 – 3) 

1) Kingship of God 
a. Biblical cosmology & the heavenly perspective of Genesis 1 
b. Stipulations & sanctions 
c. Divine rule & Sabbath rest 

2) Image of God 
a. Representative headship 
b. Spirit-filled life 
c. Awaiting confirmation in state of holiness 

3) Eden & the goals of creation 
a. The presence of God & the tree of life 
b. Temple prototype 
c. Filling & subduing 

4) Crisis of obedience (tree of the knowledge of good and evil) 



a. Learning good & evil 
b. Failure in covenant representative 

5) Covenant disobedience 
a. Life & death, spiritual & physical 
b. Spirit-less life outside the garden 

6) Creation is covenantal by definition 
a. Word covenant never used, but the substance of the idea is present all over! 
b. Hosea 6:7 as a possible explicit reference back? 
c. Covenant not an addition to creation, but part of the created order! 

 
Covenant Restored (Genesis 3:15, 22) 

1) Protoevangelium 
a. The “seed” of the woman 
b. Works of the devil v the works of God 
c. Cosmic warfare played out on earth 

2) Coverings 
a. Bestowing a mantle 
b. Possible sacrifice 

3) Death & the barring of Eden 
a. Protection from the tree of life 
b. Knowledge of good & evil? 
c. Waiting on future 

 
Covenant of Works v Covenant of Grace 

1) Two different bases for approaching God 
a. Works 
b. Grace 

2) Two different kinds of obedience 
a. Slavish fear 
b. Child-like joy 

3) Permanence of the covenant of works – but 
who will often obedience? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Schedule: 
Biblical Overview: 

Week 1: Covenant of Creation 
Week 2: Noahic & Abrahamic Covenants 
Week 3: Mosaic & Davidic Covenants 
Week 4: New Covenant & Messiah 

Theological Implications: 
Week 5: Systematic Theology through a 

Covenantal Lens 
Week 6: Church Life through a Covenantal Lens 

 
Further Reading: 
Westminster Confession of Faith, chs 7-8 
O. Palmer Robertson, The Christ of the Covenants (P&R, 1987) 
Michael Horton, Introducing Covenant Theology (Baker, repr 2009; originally God of Promise [2006]) 


