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Solus Christus = Christ Alone

I. What the Reformers Meant
II. The Significance of  “Christ 

Alone”/What is “in” Christ
III.What Christ Alone Means for us 

Today



I. What the Reformers Meant

• The Doctrine of  God was not a point of  
contention during the Reformation, rather 
how God and man relate to one another.
– Both affirm Nicene Trinitarianism
– Both affirm Chalcedonian Christology

• It is the ‘sufficiency’ of  Christ’s work that is 
at stake

• The diversity of  Medieval Rome



I. What the Reformers Meant -
Creation

• ROME
– Humans are created, given the 

image of  God as a gift, able to 
communion with him given his 
likeness

• REFORMERS
– Humans made in the image of  

God, able to communion with 
him, will some day receive 
eternal communion with him 
given obedience (Covenant of  
Works)



I. What the Reformers Meant -
Fall

• ROME
– Lost image at the fall, still able to 

‘cooperate with grace’ but are 
now ruled by lower faculties 
(emotions, physical) can still 
‘reason’ to God

• REFORMERS
– Retain the image of  God at the 

fall, lose ability to communion 
with God, all creation is corrupt 
(Total Depravity) unable to know 
God apart from revelation



I. What the Reformers Meant -
Redemption

• ROME
– Christ gives nature a ‘super-added’ 

boost which enables it to reach the 
beatific vision through man’s work 
of  obedience

• REFORMERS
– Christ’s work destroys sin, and 

restores man’s nature, but man is 
not left back in the garden. Christ’s 
work (Covenant of  Grace) fulfills 
the demands of  the garden and 
man through Christ alone is 
redeemed



I. What the Reformers Meant -
Consummation

• ROME
– ‘Through’ Christ (exclusivity) 

and by our obedience (which is 
obtained through participation 
in the superadded gift) we reach 
the beatific vision

• REFORMERS
– Through Christ (exclusivity) 

and by his obedience 
(sufficiency) we will 
communion with God forever.



II. The Significance of  “Christ 
Alone”

• Both Rome and Reformers view Christ as 
the ‘only’ way to the Father. But it is the 
‘sufficiency’ of  Christ’s work that 
Reformers affirm while Rome demurs.

• The linchpin of  the Solas
• What is in Christ



II. The Significance of  “Christ 
Alone”

PROPHET
• Isaiah 61:1-2
• Christ is the Ultimate 

fulfillment
• He becomes prophet to 

disclose the truth of  God
• Rome – papal authority 

continues the ‘prophetic’ task, 
Christ’s role is insufficient



II. The Significance of  “Christ 
Alone”

KING
• Spiritual Kingdom
• Benefits
– The whole Church
– Each individual member



II. The Significance of  “Christ 
Alone”

PRIEST
• Christ’s death occurs once, 

for all the elect on the cross
• Christ intercedes for us as our 

high priest at the right hand 
of  the Father

• Rome – in the mass they 
continued to offer up Christ’s 
body again for sacrifice



II. The Significance of  “Christ 
Alone”

• “Therefore Christ, both as the Son and as the image of  God, for 
himself  and also as our mediator and savior, had to bear all three 
offices. He had to be a prophet to know and to disclose the truth of  
God; a priest, to devote himself  to God and, in our place, to offer 
himself  up to God; a king, to govern and protect us according to 
God’s will.” 

• “In Christ’s God-to-humanity relation, he is a prophet; in his 
humanity-to-God relation he is a priest; in his headship over all 
humanity he is king.”

• “He is a prophet but his word is power (really) happens. He is a 
priest but lives by dying, conquers by suffering, and is all-powerful 
by his love. He is always all these things in conjunction, never the 
one without the other: mighty in speech and action as a king and 
full of  grace and truth in his royal rule.” 
Herman Bavinck,  Reformed Dogmatics III, 367-368.



II. The Significance of  “Christ 
Alone”

• “Solus Christus means that 
we need no further prophets 
to deliver new revelation, no 
more priests to make 
propitiation and to mediate 
salvation and no other king 
to rule the church… Christ’s 
work alone saves; Christ 
person alone mediates 
salvation.” -Kevin Vanhoozer, 
Biblical Authority after 
Babel, pg. 150



II. Christ Alone for Today
• “This doctrine, though, is not a matter of  a cold, impersonal 

bookkeeping. It is a matter of  great, earthshaking, 
eschatological reality penetrating the routine circumstances 
of  everyday life. The consequences reach far beyond our own 
individual experiences. They reach into the wounded cosmos, 
and into the dark reaches of  the universe where evil continues 
to live out its doomed existence. The reach of  evil, in its most 
vital aspect is now severed. Its domain, this age, is now under 
sentence of  death and has no future. The future, the age to 
come, is already known and is even now reaching into the 
present. In Christ, eternity has been brought into time. In the 
midst of  time, hope, which is the result of  this spirituality 
from “above” reaches back into eternity.” 
- David F. Wells, The Courage to be Protestant, 171.


