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Soli Deo Gloria

“Soli Deo gloria can be understood as the glue that holds the 
other solas in place, or the center that draws the other solas into 
a grand, unified whole. …


“Christ alone, and no other redeemer, is the mediator of our 
salvation. Grace alone, and not any human contribution, saves 
us. Faith alone, and no other human action, is the instrument by 
which we’re saved. Scripture, and no merely human word, is our 
ultimate standard of authority. God’s glory alone, and that of no 
creature, is the supreme end of all things.”


 – David VanDrunen, God’s Glory Alone



Soli Deo Gloria

“From time to time [in Scripture], 
embracing and practicing true 
religion, and repenting of sin, and 
turning to holiness, is expressed by 
glorifying God, as though that were 
the sum and end of the whole 
matter.” 


- Jonathan Edwards, Concerning 
the End for which God Created the 
World




Q. Why did God make you and 
all things ?

A. For his own glory.




Calvin

“Because the glory of his power 
and wisdom is more refulgent in 
the firmament, it is frequently 
designated as his palace. And, 
first, where you turn your eyes, 
there is no portion of the world, 
however minute, that does not 
exhibit at least some sparks of 
beauty; while it is impossible to 
contemplate the vast and 
beautiful fabric as it extends 
around, without being 
overwhelmed by the immense 
weight of glory.” - Institutes I.v.1




Calvin

“There was no part even of the 
body in which some rays of 
glory did not shine, and thus 
“the divine glory is [also] 
displayed in man’s outward 
appearance.” - Institutes I.v.3




Calvin

“We never truly glory in him 
until we have utterly discarded 
our own glory . . . The elect are 
justified by the Lord, in order 
that they may glory in him, and 
in none else.” - Institutes III.13.2




God’s Glory Alone?

Omnia ad majorem Dei gloriam?


“The soli is catholic, but the 
exclusion and suspicion of the 
omnia ad is not.”


- Hans Urs von Balthasar to Karl 
Barth, 1942



God’s Glory Alone?



I Dare Not Ask to Fly From Thee

I take, O cross, thy shadow

  For my abiding place;

I ask no other sunshine than

  The sunshine of His face;

Content to let the world go by,

  To know no gain nor loss,

My sinful self my only shame,

  My glory all the cross.


Deposition from the Cross (detail), Jacopo Pantormo (c. 1526)



The Weight of Glory

• Hebrew kabod


• Literally means “weight” or “heavy”


• Used to denote honor, importance, prestige, reputation


• Greek doxa


• From the verb “dokeo” – to think, believe, suppose


• Outside the bible, doxa means “opinion,” occasionally 
“reputation”


• The Greek OT (LXX) translates kabod as doxa, giving it a 
wider range of meaning involving honor, reputation, prestige, 
etc.




The Weight of Glory

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 


- John 1:14



Old Testament Context

• Exodus 16:7-10


• Exodus 24:15-17; 33-34


• Exodus 40:34-35


• 1 Kings 8; 2 Chronicles 5:11-14; 7:1-3


• Isa. 6:1-6


• Ezekiel 10:18-19


• Prophecies of the return of glory:


• Isaiah 60; Ezekiel 40-47; Haggai 2


• None fulfilled…




Old Testament Context

“From the first appearance of the glory of the Lord in the 
wilderness after the exodus until Ezekiel sees it depart from the 
temple… the glory of the Lord is conceived as a fiery radiance 
that can be seen but only in a veiled form, hidden within a cloud. 
… What is revealed is both the holy otherness of the God who is 
a consuming fire and the gracious presence of God in the midst 
of his people, dwelling among them.” 


– Richard Bauckham, Gospel of Glory




Old Testament Context

Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” And he said, “I will 
make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before 
you my name ‘The LORD.’ And I will be gracious to whom I will 
be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 
But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for man shall not see me 
and live.” And the LORD said, “Behold, there is a place by me 
where you shall stand on the rock, and while my glory passes by 
I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my 
hand until I have passed by. Then I will take away my hand, and 
you shall see my back, but my face shall not be seen.” 


- Exodus 33:18-23




Old Testament Context

The LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, 
and proclaimed the name of the LORD. The LORD passed 
before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a God 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 
love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, 
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no 
means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 
children and the children's children, to the third and the fourth 
generation.” 


- Exodus 34:5-7




He was made man

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. … For the law was given through Moses; grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen 
God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him 
known. 


- John 1:14, 17-18



Glory and the Cross

• Jesus does not:

• Accept glory from humans (5:41, 44)

• Seek his own glory (7:18, 8:50)

• Glorify himself (8:54)

• Love the glory of humans (12:43)


• Jesus does:

• Seek the glory that comes from God (5:44)

• Seek the glory of the one that sent him (7:18)

• Receive glory from the Father (8:54, 17:1, 5)

• Love the glory of God (12:43)



Glory and the Cross

“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me 
from this hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this hour. 
Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I 
have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd that stood 
there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An 
angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has 
come for your sake, not mine. Now is the judgment of this world; 
now will the ruler of this world be cast out. And I, when I am 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said 
this to show by what kind of death he was going to die. 


- John 12:27-34



Glory and the Cross

“The whole Gospel story moves toward what it calls ‘Jesus’s 
hour.’ … The cross is the climax of the work that God has given 
Jesus to do, and so it is the climax of his life of seeking God’s 
glory, not his own.  It is therefore also the climax of the revelation 
of God’s glory in the flesh.” 


– Bauckham, Gospel of Glory


• Isa. 53 and Dan. 7 brought together by Mark

• Isa. 53 and Isa. 6 brought together by John 12:38-43



Luther’s Theology of the Cross

• Heidelberg Disputation


• Presented for consideration to 
the Augustinian Order of 
Heidelberg on April 26, 1518


• Follows a period of sustained 
reflection on, in particular, the 
Psalms (some scholars locate 
his turning point here)


“It is not sufficient for anyone, and it 
does him no good to recognize God 
in his glory and majesty, unless he 
recognizes him in the humility and 
shame of the cross.”



Luther’s Theology of the Cross

• Thesis 19: That person does not deserve to be called a 
theologian who looks upon the invisible things of God as 
though they were clearly perceptible in those things which 
have actually happened [Rom. 1.20]


• Thesis 20: He deserves to be called a theologian, however, 
who comprehends the visible and manifest things of God seen 
through suffering and the cross. 



Glory and the Cross

• Paradoxically, it is because Jesus does not seek his own glory 
but God’s that he receives glory from God

• “Now my hour has come…”

• John 8:50;12:23, 28; 17:1, 4-5


• The glory flows to all united to Christ (John 15)

• Abide in me (John 8, John 15)

• The glory that you have given me I have given to them:  

John 17:20-22

• Glory in suffering: John 21:19



Glory and the Cross

“Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are 
wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 
For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an 
eternal glory that far outweighs them all.” 


- 2 Corinthians 4: 16–17


“But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you 
may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. If you 
are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because 
the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.


- 1 Peter 4:13-14




A Good Name

“…[S]ince to be famous means to be 
better known than other people, the 
desire for fame appears to me as a 
competitive passion and therefore of 
hell rather than heaven.”












Then they said, “Come, let us 
build ourselves a city and a 
tower with its top in the 
heavens, and let us make a 
name for ourselves, lest we be 
dispersed over the face of the 
whole earth.” And the LORD 
came down to see the city…
So the LORD dispersed them 
from there over the face of all 
the earth, and they left off 
building the city. Therefore its 
name was called Babel, 
because there the LORD 
confused the language of all 
the earth.


- Genesis 11:4-9



Then they said, “Come, let us 
build ourselves a city and a 
tower with its top in the 
heavens, and let us make a 
name for ourselves, lest we 
be dispersed over the face of 
the whole earth.” And the 
LORD came down to see the 
city…So the LORD dispersed 
them from there over the face 
of all the earth, and they left off 
building the city. Therefore its 
name was called Babel, 
because there the LORD 
confused the language of all 
the earth.


- Genesis 11:4-9

Now the LORD said to Abram, 
“Go from your country and 
your kindred and your father's 
house to the land that I will 
show you. And I will make of 
you a great nation, and I will 
bless you and make your 
name great, so that you will 
be a blessing. I will bless those 
who bless you, and him who 
dishonors you I will curse, and 
in you all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed.” 


- Genesis 12:1-3



A Good Name

[F]or many years I looked at life like a case at law, a series of 
proofs. When you’re young you prove how brave you are, or 
smart; then, what a good lover; then a good father; finally, how 
wise, or powerful... But underlying it all, I see now, there was a 
presumption. That I was moving on an upward path toward 
some elevation, where—God knows what—I would be justified, 
or even condemned—a verdict anyway. I think now that my 
disaster really began when I looked up one day—and the bench 
was empty. No judge in sight. And all that remained was this 
endless argument with oneself—this pointless litigation of 
existence before an empty bench. Which, of course, is another 
way of saying—despair.


- Arthur Miller, After the Fall




A Good Name

But with me it is a very small 
thing that I should be judged 
by you or by any human 
court. In fact, I do not even 
judge myself. For I am not 
aware of anything against 
myself, but I am not thereby 
acquitted. It is the Lord who 
judges me. 


- I Corinthians 4:3-4



A Good Name

“In the end that Face which is the 
delight or the terror of the universe 
must be turned upon each of us 
either with one expression of with 
the other, either conferring glory 
inexpressible or inflicting shame that 
can never be cured or disguised.  I 
read in a periodical the other day 
that the fundamental thing is how we 
thing of God.  By God Himself, it is 
not!  How God things of us is not 
only more important, but infinitely 
more important.”



