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Course Overview - Key Points

The gospel is good news for sinners - our life together has to assume and 
address the sins we commit against each other.


Repentance and forgiveness form the backbone of the Kingdom of God (Luke 
24:47) and are central to the life of the church.


“When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, ``Repent'' (Mt 4:17), he willed 
the entire life of believers to be one of repentance.” - Martin Luther, Thesis 1


God has reconciled, is reconciling, and will eventually fully reconcile those at 
enmity in his Kingdom (2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Ephesians 2:11-22).




Repentance and Forgiveness in Short Supply

Outrage culture



This is not your grandfather’s relativism

“The problem with the pseudo-realism of the call-
out culture is that it is so naïve. Once you adopt 
binary thinking in which people are categorized as 
good or evil, once you give random people the 
power to destroy lives without any process, you 
have taken a step toward the Rwandan genocide.

“Even the quest for justice can turn into barbarism if 
it is not infused with a quality of mercy, an 
awareness of human frailty and a path to 
redemption. The crust of civilization is thinner than 
you think.”


- David Brooks, “The Cruelty of Call-Out Culture,” 
New York Times, January 14, 2019




Reconciliation Insists that the Other is Human

“Jesus called to repentance not simply those who falsely 
pronounced sinful what was innocent and sinned against 
their victims, but the victims of oppression themselves. It 
will not do to divide Jesus’ listeners neatly into two 
groups and claim that for the oppressed repentance 
means new hope whereas for the oppressors it means 
radical change. … The truly revolutionary character of 
Jesus’ proclamation lies precisely in the connection 
between the hope he gives to the oppressed and the 
radical change he requires of them. Though some sins 
have been imputed to them, other sins of theirs were 
real; though they suffered at the sinful hand of others, 
they also committed sins of their own. It is above all to 
them that he offered divine forgiveness.”


- Miroslav Volf, Exclusion and Embrace, p. 114



What is Sin?

Both discrete things that we do and an underlying condition - a “radical interior 
dislocation of the heart.” (Dorothy Sayers)


The heart is deceitful above all things,

	 	 and desperately sick;

	 	 who can understand it? 


- Jeremiah 17:9


	 




What is Sin?

• Power (Genesis 4:7; Ephesians 2:1-3; Romans 1-3; Romans 5:12, 20-21) 

• Disease/Condition (Luke 1:79; Ephesians 2:1-3; Romans 5:12) 

• Debt (Matthew 6:12; Matthew 18:23-35; Luke 7:36-43; 1 Corinthians 6:20)

• Guilt (Romans 3:23; Romans 5:12, 18; 1 John 3:4)


And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 
by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. 
This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities 
and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him. - Colossians 
2:13–15

	 




What does Sin do?



Theology of Sin

“Adam is… scattered throughout the globe.  Set in one place, he fell and, as it 
were, broken small, he has filled the whole world.  But the divine mercy 
gathered up the fragments from every side, forged them in the fire of love and 
welded into one what had been broken.”


- Augustine of Hippo, On the Psalms


Curvatus in se, failing to love God and neighbor 

And yet, sin also binds us all together.




So What’s to be Done?

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the 
Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to 
understand the Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ 
should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am 
sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are 
clothed with power from on high.” - Luke 24:44–49
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So What’s to be Done?

And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the 
high priest questioned them, saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in 
this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you 
intend to bring this man's blood upon us.” But Peter and the apostles 
answered, “We must obey God rather than men. The God of our fathers raised 
Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right 
hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 
And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has 
given to those who obey him.” - Acts 5:27–32
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So What’s to be Done?

	 For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel,

	 “In returning and rest you shall be saved;

	 	 in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” 


- Isaiah 30:15




So What’s to be Done?

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by 
the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one 
and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the 
law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself 
one new man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us 
both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.


- Ephesians 2:13–16




The Way of the Kingdom:  Repentance, 
Forgiveness, Reconciliation

Repentance is a way of life for a Christian (Luke 5:31-32), recognizing our need 
more deeply with confidence that Christ has provided for all of it.


Repentance grows out of forgiveness (Romans 2:4; Psalm 130:4)


Forgiveness grows out of a repentant heart, recognizing that we are not 
fundamentally different from those who harm us (Matthew 6:12-15).


When repentance and forgiveness meet, reconciliation grows from the desire 
for full peace, recognizing that God is bringing peace between everyone in 
Christ (Ephesians 4:1-3).




Repentance

For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, 
whereas worldly grief produces death. For see what earnestness this godly 
grief has produced in you, but also what eagerness to clear yourselves, what 
indignation, what fear, what longing, what zeal, what punishment! At every point 
you have proved yourselves innocent in the matter. So although I wrote to you, 
it was not for the sake of the one who did the wrong, nor for the sake of the one 
who suffered the wrong, but in order that your earnestness for us might be 
revealed to you in the sight of God. Therefore we are comforted.- 2 Corinthians 
7:10–13




Repentance

Real repentance involves trust in the sufficiency of Christ for you which leads to 
sorrow for sin, determination to change, and pursuit of reconciliation. 


Clarification: Do not repent for things you do not believe were wrong. 




Repentance

1.An honest admission of your part of the wrong. 

2.Make no excuses.  

3.Be willing to listen to a realistic account of what your sin cost the other 

person. 

4.Provide “fruits” of repentance, rather than just an expression of sorrow.




Forgiveness

And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day 
of redemption. Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander 
be put away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. - Ephesians 
4:30-32




Forgiveness

Forgiveness means giving up the right to seek repayment from the one who 
harmed you. But it must be recognized that forgiveness is a form of voluntary 
suffering.


- Timothy Keller, "Serving Each Other through Forgiveness and 
Reconciliation"


Jesus ties our ability to forgive to our ability to repent: ("Forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors," Matthew 6:12). Forgiveness is the determination not 
to exact the price of the other person’s sin from them. 


Therefore, forgiveness is (a) a determination of the heart and then (b) actions to 
release someone from guilt. 




Forgiveness

The practical steps of forgiveness ought to take the following shape:

1.Acknowledge the sin. 

2.Determine not to take punishment into our own hands. 

3.Pursue a tender heart. 

4.Remain open to reconciliation. 


Our forgiveness must imitate God's forgiveness in Christ. We are told that he 
does not “remember” our sins. The Father gave up his Son, and the Son gave 
up his life. God absorbed the cost in himself.




Forgiveness

Clarification #1: Forgiveness does not mean that you automatically trust the 
other person, only that you will not hold a grudge or seek to punish them! The 
process of reconciliation is distinct from it. You may forgive yet wisely guard 
yourself from someone who has injured you.




Forgiveness

Clarification #2: Forgiveness does not mean allowing someone to continue in 
evil. When someone refuses to acknowledge sins that are particularly cruel and 
repeated (e.g., abuse or sexual assault), forgiveness does not imply that church 
discipline or even legal action are out of the question. Indeed, if you really want 
what is best for them, they need accountability and restraint on their sinful 
behavior.



Reconciliation

Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, and make 
straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint but 
rather be healed. Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without 
which no one will see the Lord. 


- Hebrews 12:12–14



Reconciliation

Reconciliation is the process of rebuilding trust and learning to live in peace 
after a sin has been committed.


It can only be pursued when heartfelt repentance and tenderhearted 
forgiveness have taken place.



Reconciliation

The shape of reconciliation should consider the following:


1.Restoration of damage. 

2.Changes in behavior that would protect the offended party. 

3.Third-party accountability. 


a.Friends. 

b.Pastoral counseling. 

c.Professional counseling (individual and couples). 



Reconciliation - Already but not yet

Reconciliation may seem daunting, but we are confident that God has 
reconciled us to himself and to one another. Ultimately, he will bring in a 
complete reconciliation! 


It may be incomplete for a time. There may be some circumstance when 
reconciliation cannot even begin (when one party will not repent or forgive), or 
some that may not every be completely fulfilled this side of eternity due to the 
depth of the hurt. Yet, the full redemption of Christ will bring in a full 
reconciliation within God’s people. 


Reconciliation is a process that God uses – perhaps more clearly than any 
other – to makes us ready for glory.



