
Selflessness
Day 5 of 6



Psalm 1

Blessed is the man 
    who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,  
nor stands in the way of sinners, 
    nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 
but his delight is in the law of the Lord, 
    and on his law he meditates day and night. 
He is like a tree  
    planted by streams of water 
that yields its fruit in its season, 
    and its leaf does not wither. 
In all that he does, he prospers. 
The wicked are not so, 
    but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,  
    nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
for the Lord knows the way of the righteous,  
    but the way of the wicked will perish.



Psalm 49:7-15

Truly no man can ransom another,  
    or give to God the price of his life, 
for the ransom of their life is costly 
    and can never suffice, 
that he should live on forever  
    and never see the pit. 

For he sees that even the wise die;  
    the fool and the stupid alike must 
              perish  
    and leave their wealth to others. 
Their graves are their homes forever,  
    their dwelling places to all 
              generations, 
    though they called lands by their 
              own names. 
Man in his pomp will not remain;  
    he is like the beasts that perish.

This is the path of those who 
             have foolish confidence; 
    yet after them people approve of 
             their boasts.     Selah 
Like sheep they are appointed for 
             Sheol; 
    death shall be their shepherd,  
and the upright shall rule over them 
             in the morning. 
    Their form shall be consumed in 
             Sheol, with no place to dwell. 
But God will ransom my soul from 
             the power of Sheol,  
    for he will receive me.     Selah



The Grave

The Fall



Genesis 3:4-6

But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not 
surely die.  For God knows that when you eat of it 
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.”  So when the woman saw 
that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be 
desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and 
ate, and she also gave some to her husband who 
was with her, and he ate.

The Fall of Man



• A step away from trusting in God


• Suspecting that God was withholding something good


• A desire to take for ourselves what God had not given


• Ignoring God’s command that stood in the way
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-from Acts 17:28, Paul on Mars Hill

…in Him we live and move and have our being.

…in him all things hold together.
-from Colossians 1:17, speaking of Christ

…he upholds the universe by the word of his power.
-from Hebrews 1:3, speaking of Christ
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Matthew 22:34-40

But when the Pharisees heard that he had 
silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together.  
And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to 
test him. “Teacher, which is the great 
commandment in the Law?”  And he said to 
him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.  This is the great and first 
commandment.  And a second is like it: You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.  On these two 
commandments depend all the Law and the 
Prophets.”

The Greatest Commandment



The Grave

GodThe Fall



Paul in Philippians 3:13-14

Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it 
[perfection, resurrection] my own. But one thing I 
do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the 
goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus.



Out of My Bondage, Sorrow, and Night (Jesus, I Come) 
William True Sleeper, 1819-1904

Out of unrest and arrogant pride, 
  Jesus, I come! Jesus, I come! 
Into Thy blessed will to abide, 
    Jesus, I come to Thee! 

Out of myself to dwell in Thy love, 
Out of despair into raptures above, 

Upward for aye on wings like a dove, 
    Jesus, I come to Thee!



Matthew 16:24

If anyone would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow me.

I John 3:2

Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we 
will be has not yet appeared; but we know that 
when he appears we shall be like him, because we 
shall see him as he is.

Romans 8:29

For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that 
he might be the firstborn among many brothers.

Becoming Like Christ



Jesus calls us out of our self orientation, turning 
instead to him as the only way back to God, and in 

the process, becoming like Jesus himself.
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I Kings 18:36-37

O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be 
known this day that you are God in Israel, and that I 
am your servant, and that I have done all these 
things at your word.  Answer me, O Lord, answer 
me, that this people may know that you, O Lord, are 
God, and that you have turned their hearts back.

Elĳah’s Prayer



Jesus’ two great commandments are in order: 
1. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
soul, mind, and strength. 
2. Love your neighbor as yourself.


