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GOD & POLITICS 
Why We Love and Hate Politics 

 
1. Elections are the first things that come to mind! 

a. Limitations of our knowledge 
b. Opinion & media 
c. Political spin 
d. Governmental stagnation & party entrenchment 
 

2. Dangers of religion in the political sphere 
a. Myth of the Christian America 
b. 9/11’s religious shift 
c. Conservative Christianity & its questionable  
 

3. Deeper cultural trends 
a. What do we mean when we talk about freedom? 
b. Shrinking and (overly-)simplifing idea of politics 
c. Politicizing every moral question 

 
God’s Instrument for Justice: The Goodness & Necessity of the Political 

 
1. Background: 3 Covenantal institutions (church, family, & state) 

 
2. Divinely ordained (Genesis 9:1-7; Isaiah 45:1-7) 

 
3. Purposes of government:  

a. Maintenance of justice (1 Peter 2:13-17) 
b. Purpose #2: Harbinger of divine judgment (Romans 13:1-7) 

 
Civil Religion: The Idolatrous Temptation of the Political (Daniel 2 – 6; Revelation 12 – 13) 

 
The Christian pledge is not the Pledge of Allegiance, but rather is called the Apostles’ creed. That a church service, that a  Priest in 

that service, would include the Pledge of Allegiance is a sure sign that Christians no longer know how to recognize idolatry. 
❖ Stanley Hauerwas, Working with Words 

1. Idolatry & imagination 
a. Idolatry 

1) Good thing becoming an ultimate thing 
2) The sin-beneath-the-sin 
3) Becoming what we worship 

b. National identity 
c. Cultural superiority 
d. Ideology 

 
2. Idolatry & desire 

a. Self-justifying behavior & the confusion of justice 
b. Demonization of the other 
c. Blinding us to critique 
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Jesus Is Lord: The Redemptive Political Saga of Scripture (Colossians 1:15-20) 
 
Strictly speaking, the world is a theocracy: it is ruled by God… Any talk of theocracy must be immediately qualified, however, by the 

recognition that the church is not God.  The church’s many sins have often been a direct result of the wielding of coercive power… 
The church must be wary of nostalgia for Constantinianism. A Christian should feel politically homeless in the current context, and 
should not regard the dreary choice between Democrats and Republicans, left and right, as the sum total of our political witness. 

❖ William T. Cavanaugh, Migrations of the Holy 

 
1. Creation & God’s kingship through a representative (Genesis 1 – 3; Matthew 28:18-20) 

a. Adam 
1) Image of God 
2) God’s representative 
3) Power & care together 
4) Judgment over good & evil 

b. Jesus Christ 
1) Crucifixion & judgment 
2) Resurrection & rule 
 

2. Redemption & the Justice of God (Revelation 4 – 5) 
a. Crucifixion & retributive justice 
b. Resurrection & restorative justice 

 
3. The New Creation under King Jesus (Revelation 21 – 22) 

a. Removal of all other government 
b. Goodness of God’s political order 
c. Restoration of shalom 

 
The Exilic Strategy: Settling & Sojourning (Jeremiah 29:1-23; 1 Peter 2:11-17)  

 
For the Christians are distinguished from other men neither by country, nor language, nor the customs which they observe. … They 

dwell in their own countries, but simply as sojourners. As citizens, they share in all things with others, and yet endure all things as 
if foreigners. Every foreign land is to them as their native country, and every land of their birth as a land of strangers. 

❖ Unknown, Epistle to Diognetus (c. 180) 

 
1. Church: an alternate society (Revelation 7) 

 
2. Worship: a world-shaping narrative (Psalm 2) 

The politics of worship is tied to the renewal of moral agency of the people of God, who are formed to be sent. 
❖ James K. A. Smith, Awaiting the King 

 
3. Living Christ-like in our political life (Philippians 1:27 – 2:11) 

a. Blamelessness (1 Peter 2:11-12) 
b. Avoiding quarreling (1 Thessalonians 4:10b-12; Titus 3:1-2) 
c. Prayer for authorities! (1 Timothy 2:1-2) 

 
4. Questioning the Dominant Term: Freedom 
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Toward a Practical Christian Politics 
 

1. Examples: 
a. Erastus (Romans 16:23) 
b. William Wilberforce & the end of English slavery 
c. Martin Luther King, Jr. & the Christian roots of civil rights 

 
2. Clarify your convictions: which are biblical – and which are not… 

 
3. “Loving your neighbor”: get involved locally 

 
4. Live out the fruit of the Spirit: avoid stereotyping & sloganeering 

 
5. Pay attention details of issues & avoid the party trap 

 
6. Voting 

a. Take time to actually vote 
b. Consider applicable issues & powers of the office 
c. Don’t baptize your vote 
 

7. Pray for leaders! 
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