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Why do we need to talk about money?

• All of our hot topics are questions of ethics - wisdom


• Important biblically (Mt. 6:21 and many, many other references)


• Important to our church


• Transient


• Young


• Urban


• Boston is very challenging financially!


• Our ministry in Cambridge is central to the ministry of the church



What is Money?

• In an economics textbook, you’ll read that money is:


• A unit of account


• A store of value


• A medium of exchange


• This sounds fairly neutral… yes and no.



What does the Bible have to say about money?

• Wealth is a good thing…


	 A rich man's wealth is his strong city;

	 	 the poverty of the poor is their ruin. - Proverbs 10:15


• …but it makes a terrible god:


	 Whoever trusts in his riches will fall,

	 	 but the righteous will flourish like a green leaf. - Proverbs 11:28


…the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. - 1 Timothy 6:10


He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves 
wealth with his income; this also is vanity. - Ecclesiastes 5:10



What does the Bible have to say about money?

No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and money.”  The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these 
things, and they ridiculed him. And he said to them, “You are those who justify 
yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts. For what is exalted among 
men is an abomination in the sight of God.


- Luke 16:13-15


As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set 
their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us 
with everything to enjoy. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be 
generous and ready to share, thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good 
foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life.


- 1 Timothy 6:17-19



What does the Bible have to say about money?

Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon you. 
Your riches have rotted and your garments are moth-eaten. Your gold and silver 
have corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence against you and will eat 
your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure in the last days. Behold, the wages 
of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, are 
crying out against you, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of 
the Lord of hosts. You have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence. 
You have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter. You have condemned and 
murdered the righteous person. He does not resist you.


- James 5:1-6


• cf. Isaiah 58


• Note allusions to Cain and Egypt…



What does the Bible have to say about money?

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.” But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or 
arbitrator over you?” And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard 
against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of 
his possessions.” And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich 
man produced plentifully, and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I 
have nowhere to store my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down 
my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my 
goods. And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for 
many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ But God said to him, ‘Fool! This 
night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose 
will they be?’ So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich 
toward God.” 


- Luke 12:13-21




Anxiety and the Logic of Scarcity
• Idolatry exchanges the worship of the creature for the worship of the creator - 

it is grounded in the lie that the creator isn’t who He says He is, so you will 
have to find your satisfaction elsewhere.


• Matthew 6:24-33


• 24:  Two masters.  “Mammon” refers to a material thing that has become a 
trusted thing.


• Responsibility and stewardship


• But not trust!


• 25-30:  The silliness of anxiety


• 31-33:  The root of anxiety


• Lack of faith


• Misdirected hearts



Displacing our idols…

• Generosity requires a radical transformation, a renewing of the mind (Romans 
12:1-2)


• Not, how much must I give, but how much can I give?


• “Promiscuous with our money and stingy with our beds”


• Not, how close can I get to sin and how much do I have to give?


• Rather, how far can I get from sin and how much can I give?


• Tithing and the New Testament - where’s the line?


• Not really the point.  Are we lesser partakers of God’s grace than the OT 
saints - or greater?



Displacing our idols…

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brothers. But if anyone has the world's goods and sees 
his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love 
abide in him?


- 1 John 3:16-17


For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet 
for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.


- 2 Corinthians 8:9



Why is this idol so hard to see?

• Why do so few people think of themselves as greedy?


• We compare ourselves to those close to us – and those just ahead are the 
ones that stand out.


• It’s very easy for greed to mask itself as prudence.


• We think we deserve it


• The “Deep Idols” beneath money



What is wealth for?

• Wealth is a form of power; power is given in service to our vocation.


• Unit of Account – measuring what?  Wealth and status.


• Store of Value – for what purpose?  Wealth and security.


• Medium of Exchange – to what end?  Wealth and power.


• So is money neutral?  Yes and no…




The place of offering in worship

• “Ancient Israel offered living beasts, which represented not what the 
worshipers had done or made, but the essential resource on which their 
existence depended.  And so in Christian liturgy we bring our offering in the 
form of money, the point of which is that it is nothing concrete at all.  Our 
money is the unexploited potential for whatever we may become capable of, 
the pure symbol, the unactualized resource, which represents the material 
conditions of our being and doing.  … The indeterminate offering is made 
with the intent that God shall determine it.”


- Oliver O’Donovan, Finding and Seeking, pp. 36-37.




Getting Practical About Giving

• Be intentional


• Be aspirational


• Be sacrificial




Getting Practical About Giving

• Be intentional


• Do the math


• Consider on-line or other automatic forms of giving



Getting Practical About Giving

• Be aspirational


• Think about how giving will change over the course of your career


• Think about what you want to invest in - but don’t forget the 
“indeterminate offering… made that God shall determine it.”


• Ask:  why has God given me this wealth?  What is it for?  Who are the 
powerless for whom I am called to use my power?


• 1 Chronicles 29:14-19


• Think about saving toward giving now



Getting Practical About Giving

• Be sacrificial


• 10% is a benchmark - Higher in NT?


• Your giving should impact your lifestyle


• ‘Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you 
have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”’ - Hebrews 
13:5


