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Overview

1. History of the Reformation

2. Theological Sketches
a. Martin Luther

b. John Calvin

3. Lasting Impact (5 solas)



Calvin’s Life (1509-1564)

1. Biographical summary
a. Conversion & exile (~1533-6)
b. Called to ministry (1536)
c. Geneva (1536-8)
d. Strasburg (1538-41)
e. Geneva again (1541-64)

2. Second generation Reformer

3. The themes of the Christian life 
& the themes of Calvin’s life:
a. Pilgrim
b. Exile



Calvin’s Heart

1. A God-centered drama
a. God’s theater

b. God’s script

c. God’s drama

d. God’s glory

2. Worship
a. Primacy of Word & sacrament

b. Geneva Psalter & the “Geneva jigs” (with Louis 
Bourgeois)



In preaching of the Word, the external minister holds 
forth the vocal word, and it is received by the ears. The 
internal minister, the Holy Spirit, truly communicates the 
thing proclaimed through the Word, that is Christ, to the 
souls of all who will, so that it is not necessary that Christ 
or for that matter his Word be received through the 
organs of the body, but the Holy Spirit effects this union 
by his secret virtue, by creating faith in us, by which he 
makes us living members of Christ, true God and true 
man.

Confession of Faith concerning the Eucharist (1537)



Calvin’s Heart

3. Care of the church
a. Company of Pastors

b. Consistory (predecessor of modern Presbyterian Session)

4. Perpetuation of the Reformed church
a. Commentaries – died while still working on Ezekiel

b. The Institutes and Treatises

c. The Academy (1559)

5. Everything focused toward aiding the Christian 
through their pilgrimage in exile



Calvin’s Theology

1. Knowledge of God & knowledge of self
a. Image of God
b. Natural revelation
c. Implications of the fall reach the will and even the 

mind
d. Goal of theology is a knowledge that shaped by 

experience with God by his Word

2. The Accommodating Sovereign God
a. Word of God as God’s “baby talk” for us
b. Triune God 



…God works in his elect in two ways: within, through 
his Spirit; without, through his Word. By his Spirit, 
illuminating their minds and forming their hearts to 
the love and cultivation of righteousness, he makes 
them a new creation. By his Word, he arouses them 
to desire, to seek after, and to attain that same 
renewal.

The Institutes of the Christian Religion 2.5.5



Calvin’s Theology

3. God’s sovereignty
a. Creation
b. Providence
c. Election

4. Christ
a. Covenant Mediator
b. Union / adoption / participation in Christ
c. Spirit of Christ

5. Duplex gratia
a. Justification
b. Sanctification



We see that our whole salvation and all its parts are comprehended in 
Christ [Acts 4:12]. We should therefore take care not to derive the least 
portion of it from anywhere else. If we seek salvation, we are taught by the 
very name of Jesus that it is “of him” [I Cor. 1:30]. If we seek any other gifts 
of the Spirit, they will be found in his anointing. If we seek strength, it lies 
in his dominion; if purity, in his conception; if gentleness, it appears in his 
birth. For by his birth he was made like us in all respects [Heb. 2:17] that he 
might learn to feel our pain [cf. Heb. 5:2]. If we seek redemption, it lies in 
his passion; if acquittal, in his condemnation; if remission of the curse, in 
his cross [Gal. 3:13]; if satisfaction, in his sacrifice; if purification, in his 
blood; if reconciliation, in his descent into hell; if mortification of the flesh, 
in his tomb; if newness of life, in his resurrection; if immortality, in the 
same; if inheritance of the Heavenly Kingdom, in his entrance into heaven; 
if protection, if security, if abundant supply of all blessings, in his Kingdom; 
if untroubled expectation of judgment, in the power given to him to judge. 
In short, since rich store of every kind of good abounds in him, let us drink 
our fill form this fountain, and from no other.

The Institutes of Christian Religion 2.16.19



Calvin’s Theology

6. Christian life
a. The bookends of past 

and future

b. The present
1) New identity

2) Steady progress

3) Self-denial & cross 
bearing

4) Vocation

c. Prayer

d. Church



We are not our own; therefore, neither our reason nor our will 
should dominate our plans and actions. We are not our own; 
therefore, let us not make the gratification of our flesh our end. We 
are not our own; therefore, as much as possible, let us forget 
ourselves and our own interests.

Rather, we are God’s. Therefore, let us live and die to Him. We are 
God’s. Therefore, let His wisdom and His will govern all our actions. 
We are God’s. Therefore, let us – in every way in all our lives – run to 
Him as our only proper end. How far has he progressed who’s been 
taught at he is not his own – who’s taken rule and dominion away 
from his own reason and entrusted them to God. For the plague of 
submitting to our own rule leads us straight to ruin, but the surest 
way to safety is neither to know nor to want anything on our own, 
but simply to follow the leading of the Lord.

A Little Book on the Christian Life (1550)



Final Taste…
Without the gospel everything is useless and vain; without the gospel we 
are not Christians; without the gospel all riches is poverty, all wisdom folly 
before God; strength is weakness, and all the justice of man is under the 
condemnation of God. But by the knowledge of the gospel we are made 
children of God, brothers of Jesus Christ, fellow townsmen with the saints, 
citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven, heirs of God with Jesus Christ, by whom 
the poor are made rich, the weak strong, the fools wise, the sinner 
justified, the desolate comforted, the doubting sure, and slaves free. It is 
the power of God for the salvation of all those who believe …

It follows that every good thing we could think or desire is to be found in 
this same Jesus Christ alone. For, he was sold, to buy us back; captive, to 
deliver us; condemned, to absolve us; he was made a curse for our 
blessing, sin offering for our righteousness; marred that we may be made 
fair; he died for our life; so that by him fury is made gentle, wrath 
appeased, darkness turned into light, fear reassured, despisal despised, 
debt canceled, labor lightened, sadness made merry, misfortune made 
fortunate, difficulty easy, disorder ordered, division united, ignominy 
ennobled, rebellion subjected, intimidation intimidated, ambush 
uncovered, assaults assailed, force forced back, combat combated, war 
warred against, vengeance avenged, torment tormented, damnation 
damned, the abyss sunk into the abyss, hell transfixed, death dead, 
mortality made immortal. In short, mercy has swallowed up all misery, and 
goodness all misfortune.



Final Taste…
For all these things which were to be the weapons of the devil 
in his battle against us, and the sting of death to pierce us, are 
turned for us into exercises which we can turn to our profit. If 
we are able to boast with the apostle, saying, O hell, where is 
thy victory? O death, where is thy sting? it is because by the 
Spirit of Christ promised to the elect, we live no longer, but 
Christ lives in us; and we are by the same Spirit seated among 
those who are in heaven, so that for us the world is no more, 
even while our conversation [i.e., life] is in it; but we are 
content in all things, whether country, place, condition, 
clothing, meat, and all such things. And we are comforted in 
tribulation, joyful in sorrow, glorying under vituperation 
[verbal abuse], abounding in poverty, warmed in our 
nakedness, patient amongst evils, living in death. This is what 
we should in short seek in the whole of Scripture: truly to 
know Jesus Christ, and the infinite riches that are comprised in 
him and are offered to us by him from God the Father. 

Preface to Pierre Robert’s French translation of the New Testament (1534)



Questions?


