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Preparation

Tenebrae (plural of the Latin for darkness) is a Christian religious service celebrated by the Western Church on the eves of Maun-
dy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday, which are the last three days of Holy Week. The liturgy of Tenebrae is characterized 
by the gradual extinguishing of candles while a series of readings and psalms are chanted or recited.

The gospel is Christ crucified, His finished work on the cross. And to preach the gospel is publicly to portray Christ as crucified. 
The gospel is not good news primarily of a baby in a manger, a young man at a carpenter’s bench, a preacher in the fields of Gali-
lee, or even an empty tomb. The gospel concerns Christ upon His cross. Only when Christ is ‘openly displayed upon his cross’ (neb) 
is the gospel preached. -- John Stott on Galatians 3.1

Prelude                      “Christ, We Do All Adore Thee” from The Seven Last Words of Christ      T. Dubois
CTK Choir

Call to Worship                                 Rev. Rick Downs

Leader: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Congregation: Amen

Leader: Blessed be the name of the Lord our God,

Congregation: who redeems us from sin and death.

Leader: For us and for our salvation, Christ became obedient unto death, even death on a cross.

Congregation: Blessed be the name of the Lord.

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross                                   Words: Isaac Watts;
                       Music: Gregorian Chant, Arr: Lowell Mason
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Prayer for Illumination

Meditation                                                                                 Rev. Rick Downs 
 
              
The Shadow of Betrayal

Matthew 26:20-25                           Gi Yoon-Huang

When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. And as they were eating, he 
said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” And they were very sorrowful and 
began to say to him one after another, “Is it I, Lord?” He answered, “He who has dipped 
his hand in the dish with me will betray me. The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, 
but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for 
that man if he had not been born.” Judas, who would betray him, answered, “Is it I, Rab-
bi?” He said to him, “You have said so.”
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Ah! Holy Jesus                   Words: Johann Heermann;
                                              Music: Johann Crüger
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The Shadow of the Agony of Spirit and Arrest

Matthew 26:36-50                                            Leonard Layne

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit here, 
while I go over there and pray.” And taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he 
began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even 
to death; remain here, and watch with me.” And going a little farther he fell on his face and 
prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I 
will, but as you will.” And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to 
Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray that you may not enter 
into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again, for the second time, 
he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 
And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So, leaving them 
again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words again. Then he 
came to the disciples and said to them, “Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at 
hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going; see, my 
betrayer is at hand.”

While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great crowd with 
swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had 
given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; seize him.” And he came up to Jesus 
at once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed him. Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what 
you came to do.” Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized him.

Please remain seated. 

Musical Response                             O Come and Mourn With Me Awhile                               J.B. Dykes
                                                                      Jonathan and Cara Pardo  
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The Shadow of Denial

Matthew 26:69-75                    Nicole Vander Laan

Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and said, 
“You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not 
know what you mean.” And when he went out to the entrance, another servant girl saw 
him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” And again he 
denied it with an oath: “I do not know the man.” After a little while the bystanders came up 
and said to Peter, “Certainly you too are one of them, for your accent betrays you.” Then he 
began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know the man.” And immediately 
the rooster crowed. And Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, 
you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.

Musical Response                                 “The Day Is Past and Gone” from Songs for Lent                                   J. McKenna
                                                                            Emily DeBaun and Sam Cook-Stuntz                

The Shadow of Accusation

Matthew 27:11-14, 20-29                                          Nathan Carter

Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of 
the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” But when he was accused by the chief priests and 
elders, he gave no answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things 
they testify against you?” But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that 
the governor was greatly amazed.

Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy 
Jesus. The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for 
you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who 
is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” And he said, “Why, what evil has he 
done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”

So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he 
took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s 
blood; see to it yourselves.” And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our 
children!” Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him 
to be crucified.
Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they 
gathered the whole battalion before him. And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on 
him, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his 
right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!”
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O Sacred Head, Now Wounded                                Words: Bernard of Clairvaux;
                                               Music: Hans Leo Hassler
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The Shadow of Crucifixion and Humiliation

Matthew 27:31-43                                                     Gi Yoon-Huang

And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes 
on him and led him away to crucify him.
As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man 
to carry his cross. And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of 
a Skull), they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would 
not drink it. And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by 
casting lots. Then they sat down and kept watch over him there. And over his head they 
put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” Then two rob-
bers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. And those who passed 
by derided him, wagging their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the temple 
and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from 
the cross.” So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, “He 
saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now 
from the cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if 
he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’”

Response                                                              Psalm 22                                                  S. Cook-Stuntz
Kathryn Denman and Sam Cook-Stuntz
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The Shadow of Death
 

Matthew 27:45-54                             Leonard Layne

Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And 
about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabach-
thani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” And some of the bystand-
ers, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” And one of them at once ran and took a 
sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. But the 
others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” And Jesus cried out 
again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.
And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth 
shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the 
saints who had fallen asleep were raised, and coming out of the tombs after his resurrec-
tion they went into the holy city and appeared to many. When the centurion and those 
who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, 
they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”



Please remain seated. 

Were You There?                        American Spiritual 
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The Shadow of Burial

Matthew 27:57-60                                 Nicole Vander Laan 

When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also 
was a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate 
ordered it to be given to him. And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen 
shroud and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And he rolled a 
great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away.

Response                        “Sarabande” from Cello Suite in C Minor, BWV 1011                            J.S. Bach
                                                                       Amanda Holley                                       
   

Please feel free to stay and pray, contemplating our crucified Lord and our salvation through the cross. 
When you leave, please do so in silence.
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Announcements

Please join us for the following Holy 
Week services:

  • Easter Sunrise, April 5, 6:00am
       (with a Hot Breakfast immediately following)

  • Easter Morning, April 5, 10:00am
       (No Sunday School or Adult Ed classes, there will  
       be Nursery and Children’s Church)

Childcare is available for children up to 
age three during this worship service 
through the door to the right of the 
stage.

Welcome visitors, please fill out a visi-
tor card on the back table so we can get 
to know you better! If you would like 
more information about our church or 
community groups, contact the Church 
Office, office@ctkcambridge.org.


