
Gender and Church Office 
through 

God’s Covenantal Story



When Gender Roles are Harmful



“He repeatedly quoted Scripture to defend his headship and to 
enforce my unconditional obligation to submit -- “from the kitchen to 
the bedroom.”  ...  His rule was absolute and final -- most notably 
during his violent moods.”

~Ruth A. Tucker, Black and White Bible, Black and Blue Wife



…



Covenant as Story



Creation



Genesis 1: 26 - 31



Genesis 2: 15-25



Fall



Genesis 3: 16-19



“As a result of their rebellion, those who are crowned with glory and honor will face the 
painful reality of death and decay.  Instead of human beings ruling over the creation, sin 
and death reign over them.” 
-- Carol M. Kaminski, Casket Empty



Hope



Redemption



Galatians 3: 26-29



Revelation 5



Exodus 19





Joel 2: 28



A Picture of the Story



The Church



Unity Restored



Diversity and Relationship



Commission



Authority of God



The picture is about God



No one who holds office in the Church 
ought to usurp authority 

therein, or receive any official titles of 
spiritual preeminence, except such as 

are employed in the Scriptures.

-- PCA, BCO 7-3



BUT the picture is a reminder for us



The Purpose of Leadership



Mark 10: 42-45



As he has the oversight of the flock of Christ, he is termed bishop or pastor. As it 
is his duty to be grave and prudent, an example to the flock, and to govern well in 

the house and Kingdom of Christ, he is termed presbyter or elder. As he expounds 
the Word, and by sound doctrine both exhorts and convinces the gainsayer, he is 

termed teacher.
BCO, 8-1



“But when I remember that I am not my 
own, I offer up my heart, presented as a 

sacrifice to the Lord.” -- John Calvin



Romans 12: 1-8



What the Story Tells us…

The Church is about God and for us

Imago dei



Submission in the Trinity



Who Submits?



1 Timothy 2: 8-15

Creation order
Allusion



…
…



Report on Women Serving in the Church












