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Being Human

A Course in Biblical Anthropology, or Christian Ethics as Good News

Adrift, Andrew Wyeth (1982)



Being Human

A Course in Biblical Anthropology, or Christian Ethics as Good News

1. Mysterium Trinitatis:  The Trinity 

• Covenantal Relationship and Seeking the Face of God 
2. Ecce Homo:  Incarnation


• The meaning of embodied existence 
3. Creatio Ex Nihilo:  The Meaning of Creation


• Gratitude, Boredom, and Technology 
4. Homo Adorans:  The Chief End of Man


• Beauty and Desire



Being Human

A Course in Biblical Anthropology, or Christian Ethics as Good News

5. Imago Dei 1:  Humanity as Representative of God


• Vocation, Work, and Rest 
6. Imago Dei 2:  Humanity as Representational of God


• Sex, Marriage, and Friendship 
7. The Church


• Service and Authority 
8. Resurrection


• Politics, Cultural Engagement, and Loving the City



Imago Dei:  Representational Relationships

Four Dancers, Edgar Degas (1902, French)

• The image of God in Genesis 1-2 as 
representational


• Created for relationship


• Marriage


• But not exclusively marriage:  the 
plausibility problem


• Friendship



Law and Gospel

• What do we do with Psalm 1:2?  Psalm 19?  
Psalm 119?


• Can we really delight in the law?  How?


• The greatest temptation of the human heart 
is always to divide God’s character from 
God’s word.


• The remedy for sin isn’t the removal of the 
law; the remedy is Christ.


• The Bible speaks of this in emphatic terms:  
union with Christ, new birth



Original Sin

• Why?  Because sin is not a set of discrete acts, but a disposition


• A “radical interior dislocation of the heart”


• The very nature of sin is that at root, it is not freely chosen, but is a form of 
slavery


• Nothing but new birth will do



Homo Adorans and The Lovely Things

• “Late have I loved you, beauty so old and so new: late have I loved you.  And 
see, you were within and I was in the external world and sought you there, and 
in my unlovely state I plunged into those lovely created things which you 
made.  You were with me, and I was not with you. The lovely things kept me 
far from you, though if they did not have their existence in you,  they had no 
existence at all.” - Augustine, Confessions 

• The best things that God has made make the worst idols.


• Good gifts, but not ultimate ones



This Mystery is Profound

• Marriage is described in these terms:


• “’Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, 
and the two shall become one flesh.’ This mystery is profound, and I am 
saying that it refers to Christ and the church.” - Ephesians 5:31-32


• The same passage is quoted by Jesus in Matthew 19, in his teaching on 
divorce (“What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.”)


• A view of marriage which is high - but not ultimate



Made in God’s Image

	 So God created man in his own image,

in the image of God he created him;

male and female he created them.


And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and 
fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the 
earth.”


 - Genesis 1:27-28


• All of humanity made in God’s image (not just kings, not just men)


• Gender distinction is essential to humanity, though a particular gender is not


• Blessing/Vocation



It is not good…

• Genesis 2 provides 
a complementary 
account of 
creation, focused 
on a dynamic story 
of the first human 
couple.


• “It is not 
good” (2:18) 
represents a huge 
break in the pattern

• This isn’t mentioned in Genesis 1, where the creation of humanity (adam) as 
male and female is presented as a single act.  But what about Genesis 2?

Winter, Andrew Wyeth (1946, American)



What is not good?

• Notably, gender distinction isn’t mentioned in Genesis 2 at all until after the 
creation of the woman.


• Prior to that, the word used for “man” is always adam, humanity, closely 
related to the ground (adamah) from which he is taken and which he is to 
work


• Only in v. 23 do the words “man” (ish) and “woman” (ishah) appear - and 
when they do it is the man who gives them


• An immediate implication is that Genesis 2:18 does not mean that it is not 
good for the male in particular to be alone; it means it is not good for 
humanity to be alone



Why is it “not good” for humanity to be alone?

• What does “helper” mean?


• “Suitable” = literally, “like opposite him”


• “Helper” doesn’t mean that the woman is inferior to the man:  sixteen out 
of nineteen times that this word is used in the OT, it refers to God


• Neither does it mean that the man is inferior to the woman.  It simply 
means that each sex is mutually dependent on the other, each making an 
essential contribution to the vocation - both exercising dominion and 
procreation - given to humanity



Why is it “not good” for humanity to be alone?

• Humanity is created to be a social animal


• This is a representational aspect of the Image of the Triune God


• The male is created for and assumes the female, such that one can’t be 
defined without the other (just as the Father cannot have existed apart from 
the Son)


• Adam is receiving one to whom he will give


• Dominion, procreation, and relationship are deeply enmeshed


• This reality, and the desire corresponding to it, are present in the garden 
before the fall!



Back to Ephesians 5

• “‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, 
and the two shall become one flesh.’ This mystery is profound, and I am 
saying that it refers to Christ and the church.” - Ephesians 5:31-32


• The verse Paul is quoting is the summary of the Genesis 2 account


• He then says that this summary, and so in a sense everything in that account, 
points beyond itself to the profound mystery of the union of Christ and the 
church.


• Marital imagery runs throughout scripture - Ezekiel 16, Hosea, Jeremiah 
31, Revelation


• Why does this sign require the marriage of a man and a woman?



Unity and Diversity

• Marriage serves as a sign that the chasm 
between Creator and creature has been 
bridged (Eph. 2)


• Male and female are defined with 
reference to the other


• “Like opposite to him” - not simply 
another person, but one who is different


• But in marriage, opposites become “one 
flesh”

The Amateurs, George Luks (1899, American)



New Life

• Genesis 2 indicates that the unity of marriage and the vocation given to humanity 
- dominion and procreation - are deeply enmeshed.


• The covenant relationship of God with His people is fruitful in the deepest 
sense (John 3, 2 Corinthians 5)


• The “deep sleep” of Adam (v. 21) looks back to creation, and ahead to the 
covenant made with Abraham - in each case, God founding a new people


• Note that the initiative is entirely His, from identifying the problem to solving it!


• Material, biological reality is put to work telling a story


• Important caveat:  this does not mean that marriages without children do not tell 
the same story or serve the same vocation



The Implausibility Problem

• Does all of this mean that outside of marriage, a human being is incomplete?

Portrait of an Artist/Pool with Two Figures, David Hockney (1972, English)



Is Marriage our Chief End?

• “So endeth this chronicle.  It being strictly the history of a boy, it must stop 
here; the story could not go much further without becoming the history of a 
man.  When one writes a novel about grown people, he knows exactly where 
to stop — that is, with a marriage; but when he writes of juveniles, he must 
stop where he best can.” - Mark Twain, Tom Sawyer



Being (Fully) Human

• “One… clear difference between Christianity and Judaism [and all other 
traditional religions] is the former’s entertainment of singleness as the 
paradigm way of life for its followers.” - Stanley Hauerwas


• The fact that Jesus and Paul were both single:


• Puts it beyond doubt that a single person fully bears the image of God.


• Relativizes the importance of marriage, in a society that made it an 
ultimate good.


• Notice that Ephesians 5 does the same thing - it lifts marriage up precisely by 
indicating how it points beyond itself!  This is key to understanding how the 
same person could have written Ephesians 5 and 1 Corinthians 7.



1 Corinthians 7

• In 1 Corinthians 7 Paul refers to a “gift” and a “calling”


• “	I wish that all were as I myself am. But each has his own gift from God, one 
of one kind and one of another.” - 1 Cor. 7:7


• “Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and to 
which God has called him. This is my rule in all the churches.” - 1 Cor. 7:17


• The thrust of the chapter is a challenge to every Christian to ask - how can I 
best serve God, serve the church, serve others, from my present station?


• It doesn’t mean that one’s station will never change


• It doesn’t mean that Paul had no desire to be married; it does mean that 
his desire to serve the kingdom was primary 



What Marriage is (and is not) For

• Marriage is not the primary way God has addressed loneliness; there are 
aspects of loneliness that are not addressed by marriage


• The marriage of Adam and Eve was not an end in itself, even with regard to 
loneliness - rather, it was the foundation for other things that address 
loneliness, like more people, the expansion of the garden, etc.


• But our culture (where “our” can mean evangelical, western, American, etc.) 
has tended to treat marriage as the antidote for loneliness.


• This places burdens on marriage that it can’t bear - and at the same time 
downgrades all other forms of human community.



Restoring Friendship

• David and Jonathan


• Ruth and Naomi


• Hugenberger:  The 
bible isn’t against 
same-sex love; it’s 
against same-sex sex.

• “A friend loves at all times,” Proverbs 17:17 (cf. 18:24; 27:5-6, 9-10)


• “No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is 
doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have 
made known to you.” - John 15:15



Redefining Family

• Jesus simultaneously exalts marriage and family (Mt. 19:3-9, 19; Mk. 7:9-13), 
while challenging the ultimate good nature of traditional “family values”:


• “But Jesus answered them, ‘You are wrong, because you know neither the 
Scriptures nor the power of God. For in the resurrection they neither marry 
nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.’” - Matthew 
22:29-30


• “While he was still speaking to the people, behold, his mother and his 
brothers stood outside, asking to speak to him. But he replied to the man 
who told him, ‘Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?’ And 
stretching out his hand toward his disciples, he said, ‘Here are my mother 
and my brothers! For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my 
brother and sister and mother.’” - Matthew 12:46-50



Redefining Family

• “But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are 
descended from Israel belong to Israel, and not all are children of Abraham 
because they are his offspring, but ‘Through Isaac shall your offspring be 
named.’ This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children 
of God, but the children of the promise are counted as offspring.” - Romans 
9:6-8


• Paul speaks in familial terms to Timothy (2 Tim. 1:2), and speaks in numerous 
places of relationships in the church as family relationships



The Communion of the Saints

• In the church, the nature of the call to be fruitful and multiply is radically 
changed.


• But humanity has not changed:  it is still not good to be alone.


• Implications for our lives together, and for our witness


• “Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” - Galatians 6:2


• John 13, 1 John - ample discussion of the requirement to love one another, 
with no mention of marriage



The Marriage that is our chief end

• “Marriage and family are temporary for this age; the church is forever.  I am 
declaring the radical biblical truth that being in a human family is no sign of 
eternal blessing, but being in God’s family means being eternally blessed.  
Relationships based on family are temporary.  Relationships based on union 
with Christ are eternal.  Marriage is a temporary institution, but what it stands 
for lasts forever.”


- John Piper


• Why?  Because every marriage points to the great marriage (Rev. 21)



Where have these come from?
	 “Can a woman forget her nursing child,

	 	 that she should have no compassion 
on the son of her womb?

	 Even these may forget,

	 	 yet I will not forget you.

	 Behold, I have engraved you on the 
palms of my hands;

	 	 your walls are continually before me.

	 Your builders make haste;

	 	 your destroyers and those who laid 
you waste go out from you.

	 Lift up your eyes around and see;

	 	 they all gather, they come to you.

	 As I live, declares the LORD,

	 	 you shall put them all on as an 
ornament;

	 	 you shall bind them on as a bride 
does.

	 

	 


	 “Surely your waste and your desolate 
places

	 	 and your devastated land—

	 surely now you will be too narrow for your 
inhabitants,

	 	 and those who swallowed you up 
will be far away.

	 The children of your bereavement

	 	 will yet say in your ears:

	 ‘The place is too narrow for me;

	 	 make room for me to dwell in.’

	 Then you will say in your heart:

	 	 ‘Who has borne me these?


I was bereaved and barren, 
exiled and put away, 
but who has brought up these? 

Behold, I was left alone; 
from where have these come?’”


	 

- Isaiah 49:15-21


