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Being Human

A Course in Biblical Anthropology, or Christian Ethics as Good News

The Deluge, Winifred Knights (British, 1920) (detail)



Being Human

A Course in Biblical Anthropology, or Christian Ethics as Good News

1. Mysterium Trinitatis:  The Trinity 

• Covenantal Relationship and Seeking the Face of God 
2. Ecce Homo:  Incarnation


• The meaning of embodied existence 
3. Creatio Ex Nihilo:  The Meaning of Creation


• Gratitude, Boredom, and Technology 
4. Homo Adorans:  The Chief End of Man


• Beauty and Desire



Being Human

A Course in Biblical Anthropology, or Christian Ethics as Good News

5. Imago Dei 1:  Humanity as Representative of God


• Vocation, Work, and Rest 
6. Imago Dei 2:  Humanity as Representational of God


• Sex, Marriage, and Friendship 
7. The Church


• Service and Authority 
8. Resurrection


• Politics, Cultural Engagement, and Loving the City



Covenantal Relationship: Seeking the Face of God

Today:  How confessing the mystery of the Trinity fleshes out the covenantal 
aspect of what it means to be human

A life oriented to worship, seeking the face of God


Figures in a Building, Joseph Mallord William Turner (British, c. 1830)



Capacity, Function, Relationship

All of these can be seen as elements of what it means to be human


Focusing on just one can lead to dehumanization


Even taking all three together, on their own, won’t deliver


Why?  Lack of direction.  


Example:  curiosity and studiousness.


“…[C]uriosity is checked and… studiousness is promoted when the intellect… 
[is] directed to the proper… ends of contemplation and edification.”


- John Webster, “Curiosity,” The Domain of the Word




Covenant

Righteousness, not just capacity, or functional success, or relational intimacy; 
indeed, the doctrine of sin indicates that a lack of righteousness destroys these 
things 


Whose initiative?  God’s, because he is Lord of the covenant.  This means that 
what it means to be human will not be ours to define.  This will come up again 
in the context of creation.




Covenant

When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said 
to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, that I may make 
my covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” - Genesis 
17:1-2


He has told you, O man, what is good;

	 	 and what does the LORD require of you

	 but to do justice, and to love kindness,

	 	 and to walk humbly with your God? - Micah 6:8




Covenant

The form of being human is a life of worship, because humanity’s chief end is to 
glorify God and enjoy him forever, leading all creation in worship.  


This can take many forms:


Thanksgiving


Trust


Obedience


Confession


Lament


This gives capacity, function, and relationship their meaning




Mysterium Trinitatis

Our triune God is the ultimate object of our worship


Salvation, Creation, Revelation - all these are trinitarian in nature


All of the benefits of God point ultimately beyond themselves to God himself.


The Trinity is the great mystery of the faith that is beyond comprehension, more 
to be confessed than explained or understood


What do we mean by mystery?




Mysterium Trinitatis



Mysterium Trinitatis

Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was 
kept secret for long ages but has now been disclosed and through the 
prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the 
command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—to the only 
wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 


- Romans 16:25-27




Mysterium Trinitatis

Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, 
which was given me by the working of his power. To me, though I am the very 
least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan 
of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, so that through 
the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the 
rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.


- Ephesians 3:7-10




Mysterium Trinitatis

Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this 
mystery, brothers…


Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!


	 “For who has known the mind of the Lord,

	 	 or who has been his counselor?”

	 “Or who has given a gift to him

	 	 that he might be repaid?”

	 

	 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory 
forever. Amen.


- Romans 11:25, 33-36




A Revealed Doctrine

Scripture is clear that Father, Son and Spirit are God


- worshiped

- prayed to

- agents of creation and salvation, other divine activities

- attributed divine titles and OT passages referring to God


But Scripture is just as emphatic that God is One


And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, 
and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is 
the most important of all?” Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O 
Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. … And the scribe said to him, “You 
are right, Teacher. You have truly said that he is one, and there is no other 
besides him.


- Mark 12:28-29, 32




A Revealed Doctrine

Equations of Jesus with God:


For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake 
of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. They are Israelites, and to 
them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the 
worship, and the promises. To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, 
according to the flesh, is the Christ who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.


- Romans 9:3-5


Of the angels he says, 'He makes his angels winds, and his ministers a flame of 
fire. But of the Son he says, 'Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the 
scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom.’


 - Hebrews 1:7-8


In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.


- John 1:1




A Revealed Doctrine

The divinity of the Spirit is more veiled


The New Testament,"while never explicitly calling the Holy Spirit 'God,' ascribes 
to him divine characteristics.  Among other things, fellowship with one another, 
and with the Father and the Son, is by the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit sanctifies, 
gives joy in sufferings, opens people's minds to believe, enables us to worship, 
and brings about union with Christ....The NT portrays the Holy Spirit as active 
at every stage of redemption, especially in the life and ministry of Jesus Chrsit, 
from conception to ascension.”


- Robert Letham, The Holy Trinity in Scripture, History, Theology, and Worship 

Just in the book of Acts, the Spirit speaks personally and through scripture, 
commands, judges, delegates authority, sends people out, holds people back.


Active throughout the ministry of Christ, active now in all aspects of our 
salvation




A Revealed Doctrine
Many trinitarian formulations in scripture:


Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of 
service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the 
same God who empowers them all in everyone. - 1 Corinthians 12:4-6


The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. - 2 Corinthians 13:14


But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he 
saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to 
his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 
whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being 
justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life. - Titus 3:4-7


Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. - Matthew 28:19




A Revealed Doctrine

Revealed by events and words conjoined:  


“In order to inform us that the Father has a Son and a Holy Spirit, the Father 
sent the Son and the Holy Spirit in person.”  Sanders, 40


“In the fullness of time, God did not give us facts about himself, but gave us 
himself in the person of the Father who sent, the Son who was sent, and the 
Holy Spirit who was poured out.  These events were accompanied by verbally 
inspired explanatory words; but the latter depend on the former.”  Sanders, 40


“…[I]t is not enough to say that the mystery of the Trinity is in the Bible unless 
we recognize that the thing we are calling the Bible is a set of texts that were 
written, redacted, and canonized to prepare for and report on the missions of 
the Son and the Spirit.  To somebody about to comb through the texts to find 
elements of the doctrine, we have to say:  the Trinity is in the Bible because 
the Bible is in the Trinity.”  Sanders, 44




Three in One, One in Three

One God…


Not three gods


Not a society, community


Undivided in essence, power, glory


Opera trinitatis ad extra indivisa sunt (the external works of the trinity are 
indivisible)


…in Three Persons


Not a monad


Not alone (there never was when the Son was not)




Three in One, One in Three

“The most basic pedagogical 
decision to make in presenting the 
doctrine of the Trinity is whether to 
begin the exposition with the 
temporal missions and reason back 
from them to the eternal processions, 
or whether to take the opposite 
approach, beginning rather with the 
eternal processions and then working 
out and down to the temporal 
missions.  Both procedures have 
much to commend them.”  Sanders, 
93




Three in One, One in Three

Augustine:  Three to One.


Tracks along with the order of revelation 
in both history and Scripture.


But might run the risk of making us think 
that what happens in history makes God 
who he is.




Three in One, One in Three

Aquinas:  One to Three.


Questions 27-43 of the Summa Theologica


Starts with “Is there procession in God?”


It’s at question 43 that we actually get to 
the Son and Spirit!


This approach has the advantage of 
beginning with a focus on who God is in 
himself, before beginning to explain what 
God has done (Webster on Scripture)


But it can be abstract and remote; at the 
very least, it presupposes familiarity with 
the missions.




The Missions Reveal the Processions

God acted as Father, Son, and Spirit in saving us because in doing so, he was 
intentionally revealing to us that he is eternally Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in 
essence.


Two ways of getting this wrong:


Not attending to what the missions reveal about God.  Modalism and Arianism 
both fall into this category.


Acting as though the missions are everything:  that God is actually constituted 
by his threefold saving action.


In between these two is a very common mistake of thinking that what 
happens in salvation history determines what is true of God in eternity.


Does God suffer?




The Missions Reveal the Processions

Is the Son eternally subordinate to the Father?


Athanasius


Deacon at the church of Alexandria and major 
opponent of Arius at the Council of Nicea in 
325


Arius taught that the Son was the first and 
greatest creature


Scripture contains a “double account of the 
Savior” – what he is as to his divinity, and 
what he took upon himself as to his humanity


Have to keep these distinct (Communicatio 
idiomata)




The Missions Reveal the Processions

Is the Son eternally subordinate to the Father?


So, why the Son?


Arian answer:  because the Son is subordinate to the Father (as a creature)


Athanasius said, first, because “it pleased God to renew creation by that 
selfsame word by which he created it.”


Second, because the Son is eternally of of the Father (Son of, Word of, 
image of, wisdom of, and above all begotten of) – and so it was fitting that 
the one of of the Father was the one sent by the Father


Athanasius was careful to say that the Son was of the same substance of 
the Father; he would never say that the Father was of the same substance 
of the Son.  The Son is very God of very God; the Father is simply very 
God.




The Missions Reveal the Processions

Is the Son eternally subordinate to the Father?


Augustine, similarly:


“We find scattered throughout the scriptures, and marked out by learned 
Catholic expositors of them, a kind of canonical rule, which we hold onto 
most firmly, about how our Lord Jesus Christ is to be understood to be 
God’s Son, both equal to the Father by the form of God in which he is, and 
less than the Father by the form of a servant which he took.  In this form 
indeed he is seen to be not only less than the Father, but also less than the 
Holy Spirit, less, what is more, than himself – and not a self that he was but 
a self that he is.”  On the Trinity, 2.1.2.




The Missions Reveal the Processions

Against these, we repeat:  the missions reveal the processions


“When the Father sent the Son into the economy of salvation, the relationship 
of divine sonship was extended from the life of God where it dwells by nature, 
down into human history where it tabernacles by grace. … Similarly, the 
eternal procession of the Spirit began to take place among us when the Spirit 
was poured out on all flesh at Pentecost.” Sanders, 113


The Father alone is ungenerate; the Son alone is begotten; the Spirit alone 
proceeds


This is revealed in God’s saving acts, testified to by His Word, itself a part of 
that saving act




Gloria Patri

The gloria patri as the form of the praise:


Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
world without end. Amen. 

Three persons (Matthew 28:19) and three tenses (Hebrews 13:8)


Takes its form directly from what is revealed in Scripture, speaking God’s own 
words back to him.


Focused not so much on what God does (though this comes in for praise very 
often in Scripture), but simply in who he is.


In short, directs us to know God (Jer. 9, 1 Cor. 1, J.I. Packer), to seek the face 
of God




Relationship

Rosalind W. Picard, MIT Media Lab, Founder/Director of the Affective Computing Research Group




Covenantal Relationship

Now we’re starting to put some shape to relationship:  seeking.


	 Glory in his holy name;

	 	 let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice!

	 Seek the LORD and his strength;

	 	 seek his presence continually! 


- Psalm 105:3-4


Augustine cites this at the beginning, middle, and end of his treatise on the 
Trinity


Call on the name of the Lord!

- cf. Genesis 4-5




Covenantal Relationship

Blessed is the man

	 	 who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,

	 nor stands in the way of sinners,

	 	 nor sits in the seat of scoffers;

	 but his delight is in the law of the LORD,

	 	 and on his law he meditates day and night. - Psalm 1:1-2


He established a testimony in Jacob

	 	 and appointed a law in Israel,

	 which he commanded our fathers

	 	 to teach to their children…


so that they should set their hope in God 
and not forget the works of God, 

but keep his commandments… - Psalm 78:5, 7



