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ASSURANCE

RECAP

▸ Marrow controversy highlights the nuances of legalism 
and antinomianism 

▸ both are nuanced and insidious 

▸ How is the law understood and used? 

▸ Most American Christians cannot recite the Ten 
Commandments. 

▸ Often little moral or ethical difference between Christian 
and non



ASSURANCE

RECAP

▸ The legalist, broadly speaking, makes of the law a means by 
which to be approved by God and by which to judge his own 
spiritual stature, inevitably comparing himself to others. Thus 
his relationship with God is negotiated. He can neither love 
God nor his neighbor with an unfettered heart. Joy is lost. 

▸ The antinomian, broadly speaking and often in reaction to 
legalism, dismisses the law as an impediment to his 
understanding of a life well lived. Worship is compromised; 
damage is done to both personal relationships and the 
community as a whole.



ASSURANCE

RECAP

▸ Both sever the law from the God who gave it and 
understand a dichotomy between law and grace. 

▸ Both are remedied by a fuller apprehension of the grace of 
God, of a richer understanding of a “salvation by grace 
alone, in Christ alone, through faith alone. . . a Christ-
centered, Trinity-honoring, eternity-rooted, redemption-
providing, adoption-experiencing, holiness-producing, 
assurance-effecting, God-glorifying salvation. (Ephesians 
1.3-14)”



ASSURANCE

A HEALTHY VIEW OF THE LAW

▸ Given in Creation as a covenant of works. 

▸ Not exactly the Ten Commandments, but in the same 
vein. 

▸ Once broken, still retained. 

▸ At the Exodus, a restoration and re-creation 

▸ Laws to regulate life and point to Christ 

▸ As a foundation, the Decalogue made clear



ASSURANCE

A HEALTHY VIEW OF THE LAW

▸ Christ comes and fulfills the law, sends the Spirit. 

▸ “As Moses ascended Mount Sinai and brought down the 
Law on tablets of stone, now Christ has ascended into 
the heavenly Mount, but in contrast to Moses, he has 
sent down the Spirit who rewrites the law not now 
merely on tablets of stone but in our hearts.” 

▸ Civil and ceremonial set aside. 

▸ Duty becomes delight by the power of the Spirit.



ASSURANCE

SO . . .

▸ If legalism and antinomianism are remedied by a fuller 
apprehension of the gospel, how is such to be done? 

▸ And what hindrances stand in the way? 

▸ Some good old Puritan self reflection, devoid of 
distractions and diversions. 

▸ How can I be sure that God loves me that much? 

▸ How can I be sure that I have believed?



ASSURANCE

WESTMINSTER (1646, MARROW WAS 1717-20)

▸ Although hypocrites and other unregenerate men may 
vainly deceive themselves with false hopes and carnal 
presumptions of being in the favor of God, and estate of 
salvation (which hope of theirs shall perish): yet such as 
truly believe in the Lord Jesus, and love Him in sincerity, 
endeavouring to walk in all good conscience before Him, 
may, in this life, be certainly assured that they are in the 
state of grace, and may rejoice in the hope of the glory of 
God, which hope shall never make them ashamed. WCF 
18.1



ASSURANCE

HISTORICALLY

▸ New Testament seems awash in assurance 

▸ Matthew 5.12: Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven. 

▸ Romans 8:38–39:For I am sure that neither death nor life, 
nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.



ASSURANCE

HISTORICALLY

▸ 1 Peter 1:3–5:Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has 
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an 
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God's power 
are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to 
be revealed in the last time. 

▸ But Gregory (540-604) not so sure; thought it was rare.



ASSURANCE

HISTORICALLY

▸ Fears that assurance would lead to moral indifference. 

▸ Aquinas more measured. 

▸ But medieval sacramentalizing and objectifying grace 
moved assurance far away from the normal believer. 

▸ Trent (1547) mostly condemns. 

▸ “From one point of view the Reformation was born out of 
the womb of the rediscovery of certitude— spiritual certainty 
or assurance.”



ASSURANE

A COMPLEX ISSUE

▸ We are complex creatures. 

▸ The gospel is sure and unassailable, but we are unsteady, 
already/not yet, still housing a battle between flesh and spirit. 

▸ True believers may have the assurance of their salvation 
divers ways shaken, diminished, and intermitted . . . yet are 
they never so utterly destitute of that seed of God, and life of 
faith, that love of Christ and the brethren, that sincerity of 
heart, and conscience of duty, out of which, by the operation 
of the Spirit, this assurance may, in due time, be revived. WCF  
18.4



ASSURANCE

ASSURANCE OF CHRIST BECOMES ASSURANCE OF SALVATION

▸ Three dimensional ministry of the Spirit: shining on the 
Word and promises of God; shining on his work in our 
hearts and lives; bearing witness with us that we are the 
children of God (Romans 8.16) 

▸ “there is a certain confidence and assurance seminally 
inherent in faith. The act of faith, therefore, contains within 
it the seed of assurance.”



ASSURANCE

ASSURANCE OF CHRIST BECOMES ASSURANCE OF SALVATION

▸ “assurance is nourished on a clear understanding of grace 
and especially of union with Christ” 

▸ Three chief enemies 

▸ “our native tendency to drift from the fact that our salvation 
is all of grace” 

▸ “the difficulty some Christians have in believing that they 
are freely justified by the Father” 

▸ “a failure to recognize that justification is both final and 
complete.”



ASSURANCE

ASSURANCE OF CHRIST BECOMES ASSURANCE OF SALVATION

▸ So, “When faith thus grasps the reality of this inheritance, 
then Christ himself looms large. This is the key to the 
enjoyment of assurance precisely because assurance is our 
assurance that he is a great Savior and that he is ours.” 

▸ But, “high degrees of Christian assurance are simply not 
compatible with low levels of obedience. . . there is a 
strong link in the New Testament between faithfulness in 
the Christian walk and the enjoyment of assurance.” 

▸ See 1 John, especially 2.3, 4, 29; 5.1-3;
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“HINDRANCES STREW ALL THE WAY”

▸ Inconsistency in obedience 

▸ “the Christian who has developed a pattern of 
disobedience in his or her life will lose assurance.” 

▸ Frowning providence 

▸ “Lack of assurance can also be related to 
misunderstanding the role of affliction in the Christian life. . 
. The fatal mistake here is to base our assurance of grace 
and salvation on the fact that ‘God is blessing my life.’”
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“HINDRANCES STREW ALL THE WAY”

▸ Afflictions can be and are beneficial 

▸ As a corrective: Psalm 119.67, 71.  

▸ “‘Yea,’ writes Samuel Rutherford, ‘when Christ in love 
giveth a blow it doth a soul good; and it is a kind of 
comfort and joy to it to get a cuff with the lovely, 
sweet, and soft hand of Jesus.’” 

▸ Produce character: Romans 5.3, 4 

▸ Reveal glory: 2 Corinthians 12.9; 4.17
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“HINDRANCES STREW ALL THE WAY”

▸ “Sin’s Guilt Removed, Dominion Ended, Presence Still 
Troubling” 

▸ “through our union with [Christ] in his death we are set 
free from the penalty of our guilt, which he has paid for 
us; in union with him in his resurrection a complete, final, 
and irreversible righteousness is ours; in union with him 
in his death and resurrection we have been set free from 
the reign of sin. Yet we remain sinners in ourselves.” 

▸ Issues of temperament 
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“HINDRANCES STREW ALL THE WAY”

▸ Satan’s devices (2 Corinthians 2.11) 

▸ Romans 8.31f does not ask “what” but “who.” 

▸ An overactive conscience 

▸ Negligence of Worship (Word, sacrament and fellowship) 

▸ “The clouds ye so much dread”
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CONCLUSION

▸ Laboring to feel, “Who loved me and gave himself for me.” 

▸ A litmus test  

▸ Noticing, unmasking legalism 

▸ “The human heart has so many crannies where vanity 
hides, so many holes where falsehood lurks, is so 
decked out with deceiving hypocrisy, that it often 
dupes itself.” Calvin, Institutes 3.2.10 

▸ A catalyst to know and to believe the love God has for us.


