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FROM LAST WEEK

SUSPICIOUS SYMPTOMS OF LEGALISM

▸ A self-righteous temper 

▸ Luke 18 

▸ The grace exposé 

▸ Matthew 20 

▸ The spirit of heaviness 

▸ Isaiah 61



ANTINOMINIANISM

HISTORICALLY

▸ The “Marrow Men” were accused of antinominianism. 

▸ “It is not sound and orthodox to teach that we must 
forsake sin in order to our coming to Christ.” 

▸ So was Jesus: Matthew 11.19; Luke 15.2 

▸ So was Paul: Romans 3.8 

▸ So were Luther, Charles Simeon, etc. 

▸ But, there is real antinomianism!



ANTINOMIANISM

DEFINITION

▸ “For our purposes the simplest way to think of 
antinomianism is that it denies the role of the law in the 
Christian life. Its big text (somewhat paradoxically) is 
Romans 6: 14: ‘You are not under law but under grace.’  
In contrast, the Confession of Faith taught that while the 
law is not a covenant of works for the believer, it 
nevertheless functions as a rule of life.”



ANTINOMIANISM

IN PRACTICE

▸ Must be careful. The aim is not simply to be theologically 
correct. 2 Timothy 2.22-26 is apropos. 

▸ Three strands 

▸ Dogmatic 

▸ Exegetical 

▸ Experimental



ANTINOMIANISM

DOGMATIC STRAND

▸ Not under law, but grace; led by 
the Spirit. 

▸ Similar to legalism, God’s law 
severed from himself. 

▸ linked to hyper-Calvinism - 
everything is predestined so 
why bother? 

▸ Locally relevant, antinomianism is 
the foundational concern in the 
troubles of Anne Hutchinson.



ANTINOMIANISM

EXEGETICAL STRAND

▸ Mosaic law as a whole is abrogated. 

▸ Threefold division owned by the Reformers, also 
Aquinas. It is the view of the WCF. 

▸ But now, “The notion that there was distinct ceremonial 
law that has now been fulfilled and abrogated, civil law 
that governed the people as a nation that has now 
ceased to function since God’s people are an 
international community, and moral law (the Ten 
Commandments) is viewed as alien to the Scriptures.”



ANTINOMIANISM

EXEGETICAL STRAND

▸ How do we make sense of the New Testament? 

▸ What does Paul mean when he says we’re “not under 
law, but under grace”? (Romans 6.14) 

▸ He also says, “we uphold the law” (Romans 3.31), “the 
law is good, if one uses it lawfully” (1 Timothy 1.8), “the 
commandment is holy and righteous and good . . . 
spiritual” (Romans 7.12, 14). 

▸ WCF may be more wise and even sophisticated than we 
moderns imagine.



ANTINOMIANISM

EPOCHAL THEOLOGY

▸ Creation 

▸ Obedience was intuitive and natural. 

▸ Moses 

▸ 1. the law given in objective and written form 

▸ 2. there is a glory in it, but comparatively no glory 

▸ great while it lasted



ANTINOMIANISM

EPOCHAL THEOLOGY

▸ “a fuller understanding of a prior epoch is possible only 
from within a later epoch. In the same way, the Old 
Testament believer tasted rich blessings within the 
context of the Mosaic administration. But by comparison 
with the fullness of grace in Christ, they pale into 
insignificance. Grasp this, and we come to see that Paul 
does not deny that there is divine glory in the law. His 
language is not pejorative but comparative.”



ANTINOMIANISM

EPOCHAL THEOLOGY

▸ 3. Decalogue is largely negative (8 out of 10) 

▸ positive commands expand 

▸ negative more straightforward, simple 

▸ 4. 10 Commandments set in a context 

▸ 5. They have extended codicils for application 

▸ 6. The Ten are related to but distinct from the 
application.



ANTINOMIANISM

EPOCHAL THEOLOGY

▸ Only the Ten were written by God 

▸ Only the Ten were inscribed in stone 

▸ Only the Ten were deposited in the ark of the 
covenant 

▸ “Thus God taught in emblematic form that the 
Decalogue was foundational, its applications secondary, 
contextualized, and temporary.”



ANTINOMIANISM

EPOCHAL THEOLOGY

▸ Christ 

▸ “The law of God, thus written on tablets of stone and 
sealed within the ark of the covenant, is now rewritten by 
the Spirit and sealed in the hearts of believers.” 

▸ “the Marrow Brethren believed that the three-
dimensional character and the ongoing significance of 
the Decalogue were mandated not by “traditionalism,” or 
by “proof texting,” but by a careful biblical-theological 
handling of the text of the whole of Scripture.”



ANTINOMIANISM

EXPERIMENTAL STRAND

▸ “Antinomianism has an everyday and mundane form, for 
example, in the professing Christian who responds to his 
passenger’s anxious glance at his speedometer with a 
‘We’re not under law; we’re under grace.’” 

▸ How do you answer this? 

▸ “Practical antinomianism has many forms today. One of 
them is the secular gospel of self-acceptance 
masquerading as Christianity.”



ANTINOMIANISM

EXPERIMENTAL STRAND

▸ “‘Since God accepts me the way I am, I ought not to get 
straitjacketed by the law of God— what God wants is that I be 
myself.’ This has very concrete expressions in what are 
euphemistically described as ‘lifestyle choices’: ‘This is how I 
am, God is gracious, and [implied: unlike you, if you disagree 
with me] he accepts me as I am, and therefore I will remain as 
I am.’” 

▸ “At one level the problem is indeed rejection of God’s law. But 
underneath lies a failure to understand grace and ultimately 
to understand God.”



ANTINOMIANISM

EXPERIMENTAL STRAND

▸ “You are despising the gospel and failing to understand how 
the grace of God in the gospel works! There is no 
condemnation for you under the law because of your faith-
union with Christ. But that same faith-union leads to the 
requirements of the law being fulfilled in you through the 
Spirit. Your real problem is not that you do not understand the 
law. It is that you do not understand the gospel. For Paul says 
that we are ‘in-lawed to Christ.’ Our relationship to the law is 
not a bare legal one, coldly impersonal. No, our conformity to 
it is the fruit of our marriage to our new husband Jesus Christ.”



ANTINOMIANISM

WHAT ARE WE AFTER?

▸ Not theological correctness; rather, the glorious freedom 
of the children of God. 

▸ For evangelism 

▸ The only kind of good works that demonstrate the 
gospel are not those done for show or to counteract a 
guilty conscience. 

▸ Good works done out of sheer gratitude, out of a joyful 
realization of our complete acceptance, will be effective 
in evangelism.



ANTINOMIANISM

WHAT ARE WE AFTER?

▸ For loving, blessing the city 

▸ No moral superiority 

▸ Sacrifice 

▸ Exuberant joy


