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Luther’s Breakthrough
Though I lived as a monk without 
reproach, I felt that I was a sinner before 
God with an extremely disturbed 
conscience

The Gospel is about the passive 
righteousness by which God makes us 
righteous

It is not what the sinner achieves but 
what the sinner receives

Luther moves from a covenant theology 
to a theology of testament, not “if/then” 
but “because/therefore”



The Dawn of a New Era

Medieval theology and pastoral 
care had tried to provide security 
through a covenant theology

Facere quod in se est – do that 
which is in you

Medieval theology applied two 
principles from Aristotle; Like is 
known by like, and, habitus or 
practice



Medieval Theology

Like is known by like.  
The sinner must become 
holy because God is holy 

Fellowship with God can 
be achieved only on God’s 
level

Hence the popularity of 
ladder imagery in 
medieval theology



Medieval Theology
So, How is one to attain God’s 
level?

Aristotle’s notion of habitus 
comes into play here

By building up the habit of 
virtue one becomes a good 
person

The sacraments infuse a 
supernatural “habit” in us



Roman	Catholic
/Thomistic

Understandings	of	Salvation

Luther

Fall	is	a	
loss	of	
grace
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Virtuous	man

Natural	man

Righteous Sinful

Good	works	done	in	grace

Fall	is	an	
upward	
rebellion—
Adam	wants	
to	be	God

(Has	a	habitus of	
virtue)

-Grace	is	not aid	to	do	the	
next	good	work

-Grace	is unconditional	
acceptance

-Justification	is	not a	
movement	from	
viceàvirtue

-God’s	wrath	is	against	
immorality	and
religious	pride



Definitions 

Medieval

The Fall – loss of grace

Sin – a quality inhering 
in the soul

Grace – divine aid

Faith – material cause 

Reformation

The Fall – an upward 
rebellion

Sin – the will turned back 
upon itself

Grace – unconditional 
decree come in Christ

Faith – comes to us in the 
form of Christ



The Gospel

The Two kinds of Righteousness 
Alien/Actual

The Freedom of a Christian

The three benefits of faith: 
forms the soul, gives God his 
due, unites the soul with 
Christ

The gospel leads to freedom



Scripture

Luther moves to a Bible-
centered approach

We do not judge the text, the 
text judges us

Christ is the Center and 
meaning of the text

Scripture authenticates itself

Erasmus, Rome, Enthusiasts



Sacraments

The Babylonian Captivity of the 
Church

The three issues: 
communion in one kind, 
Transubstantiation, sacrifice 
of the Mass

Sacraments are a summary of 
the Gospel

Promise/faith



Luther’s Catechisms 1529

The Medieval Order:

The Lord’s Prayer

The Creed

The Ten Commandments

The Sacraments

The Ave Maria

(A Person becomes good by 
doing good deeds)

Luther’s Order:

The Ten Commandments

The Creed

The Lord’s Prayer

The Sacraments

(A Good Person does good 
deeds)



Social Justice

The Church – doctrine,  
indulgences, priestly celibacy, 
faith at the center, word and 
promise centered

Household – the 
reformulation of male/female 
behavior

Government – responsibility 
to maintain schools 


