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1 Peter

• Resident Aliens…

• Alien Benefactors…

• Elect Exiles…


• “1 Peter bursts… Niebuhr’s five 
neat models of how Christ relates to 
culture…” – Miroslav Volf



Major Themes (and connections to Mark)

• Ultimate Hope in Christ

• The Work of Christ and the Spirit


• Redemption

• The Church



Major Themes (and connections to Mark)

• Holiness and Suffering

• Sin, not suffering, can destroy us

• Christ – the holy Lamb of God - died to redeem us from the former

• Christ’s suffering transforms the latter into servants for our good, 

to build us up in holiness

• Holiness is not merely personal piety, but love of God and 

neighbor

• Hope allows Christians to lead lives of quiet humility and service

• Resident Aliens, Elect Exiles, Alien Benefactors


• “Throughout his letter he grounds our hope in the reality of what God 
has done and will yet do for us through Christ.” – Edmund Clowney



Tentative Outline

1. Opening Blessing:  Hope in Christ (1:1-12)

2. Living Obediently in Hope (1:13-2:3)

3. Living as the People of God (2:4-3:7)

4. The Blessing of Living with Christian Suffering (3:8-22)

5. Stewards of Grace and Suffering for Christ’s Sake (4:1-19)

6. Suffering and the Life of the Church (5:1-14)



Outline for Today

Living as the People of God (2:4-3:7)


The structure bounces between indicative and imperative.


1. The Rock of Salvation (2:4-8)

2. The Chosen People of God (2:9-10)


3. Purity and Social Grace (2:11-17)


4. The Example of the Suffering Savior (2:21-25)


5. Purposeful Suffering in Relationships (2:18-20, 3:1-7)



Outline for Today

Living as the People of God (2:4-3:7)


Main points for today:  


It is because, not in spite, of our hope for a better city that we 
are free to love the city where God has called us into exile.


God’s glory is both ground and end for the lives of service to 
which we are called, and sustains us when that life becomes 
costly.



Outline for Today

God’s glory is both ground and end for the lives of service to which we are 
called, and sustains us when that life becomes costly.


Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his 
great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by 
God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time.  In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if 
necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested 
genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it 
is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ. - 1 Peter 1:3-7



The Rock of Salvation:  2:4-8

As you come to him, a living stone 
rejected by men but in the sight of 
God chosen and precious, you 
yourselves like living stones are being 
built up as a spiritual house, to be a 
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ. For it stands in 
Scripture: 

 “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
  a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
 and whoever believes in him will not 
be put to shame.”  

 So the honor is for you who believe, 
but for those who do not believe, 

 “The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the cornerstone,” 
  
 and 

 “A stone of stumbling, 
  and a rock of offense.” 
  
 They stumble because they disobey 
the word, as they were destined to 
do.
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The Rock of Salvation:  2:4-8

• Union with the Living Stone (2:4-5)

• 	 Built into the Temple

• 	 A Holy Priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices


• Foreknown and Foretold - quotes from:

• 	 Isaiah 28:16

• 	 Psalm 118:22

• 	 Isaiah 8:14


• Rejection of the stone grounded on rejection of the word (2:8)



The Chosen People of God:  2:9-10

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you 
are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now 
you have received mercy. 
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• Election as a people, not just saved individuals
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The Chosen People of God:  2:9-10

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you 
are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now 
you have received mercy.  

• Proclaiming all his excellencies, throughout creation

• With our words and with our lives


• What has this cost you?



Purity and Social Grace:  2:11-17

Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the 
passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. Keep your 
conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against 
you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the 
day of visitation. 

Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be 
to the emperor as supreme, or to governors as sent by him to punish 
those who do evil and to praise those who do good. For this is the will 
of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish people. Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a 
cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. Honor everyone. Love 
the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.
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Augustine and the Two Cities

• The City of God

• Augustine described two cities 

rather than two kingdoms - the 
City of God and the City of Man


• The distinction between 
Augustine’s Two Cities was not 
that one was spiritual and the 
other material (for both realms are 
gift), nor divided according to 
grace and nature



Augustine and the Two Cities

We see then that the two cities were 
created by two kinds of love:  the 
earthly city was created by self-love 
reaching the point of contempt for 
God, the Heavenly City by the love 
of God carried as far as contempt of 
self. 


– Augustine of Hippo, City of God 
14.28

The City of God, from a translation of the works 

of St. Augustine by Raoul de Presles, c.1469-73.



Augustine and the Two Cities

The loves of some communities attach 
to concrete material goods as their final 
term, while the loves of others treat 
those material goods as mediations of 
spiritual realities.  Materialism, for 
Augustine, is the paradigm of the lying 
love, attached to real goods and yet 
untrue, since it misconceives the 
significance of those goods within 
reality as a whole. 


- Oliver O’Donovan



Augustine and the Two Cities

• Under Augustine’s model - unlike Luther’s - dual citizenship is 
impossible


• The City of Man can have no legitimate autonomy and cannot 
serve justice on its own terms:  its worship is directed away 
from God and so its liturgy and politics can only be privative.


• But, again, the City of Man is not identified with creation or 
with the State, and the City of God need not be absent from 
either.



Augustine and the Two Cities

• For Augustine (and later for Calvin), there is no neat separation 
between the sacred and the secular, though the two are 
distinct


• The earthly city is not identified with the creation, the secular, 
or the State.


• So while Calvin raised the esteem of the “secular” world and of 
“secular” vocations, he held also that all of the created order 
was, precisely as created, the possession of God
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Letter from a Birmingham Jail

“One has not only a legal but a moral responsibility to obey just 
laws. Conversely, one has a moral responsibility to disobey 
unjust laws. … One who breaks an unjust law must do so 
openly, lovingly, and with a willingness to accept the penalty. I 
submit that an individual who breaks a law that conscience tells 
him is unjust, and who willingly accepts the penalty of 
imprisonment in order to arouse the conscience of the 
community over its injustice, is in reality expressing the highest 
respect for law.” - Martin Luther King, Jr.


• Honor for human institutions is an extension of honor for God’s 
sovereignty



The Example of the Suffering Savior:  2:21-25

For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered 
for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in 
his steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in 
his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; 
when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued 
entrusting himself to him who judges justly. He himself bore 
our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and 
live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 
For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to 
the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
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Purposeful Suffering in Relationships:  2:18-20, 
3:1-7 

Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only 
to the good and gentle but also to the unjust. For this is a 
gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows 
while suffering unjustly. For what credit is it if, when you sin 
and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good 
and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the 
sight of God.  



Purposeful Suffering in Relationships:  2:18-20, 
3:1-7 

Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey 
the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, when they 
see your respectful and pure conduct. Do not let your adorning be external—the 
braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear—but let 
your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a 
gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very precious. For this is how the holy 
women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting to their own 
husbands, as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you are her children, if 
you do good and do not fear anything that is frightening. 

Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to 
the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so 
that your prayers may not be hindered. 
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Purposeful Suffering in Relationships

• Ethical instructions like this were common

• Ephesians

• Colossians

• Didache


• But Peter is particularly focusing on the hardest cases

• Slaves relating to masters (including “the unjust”)

• Wives relating to husbands (including those who “do not 

obey the word”)



Purposeful Suffering in Relationships

• He addresses those called to roles of service and submission – 
they are not without agency or dignity

• Public benefactors vis a vis government

• Slaves vis a vis masters


• (Worth noting here that “slaves” included many roles that 
we would consider professionals)


• The fact that he addresses both wives and husbands indicate 
that both are called into roles of service to one another, albeit 
roles that differ



Purposeful Suffering in Relationships

• The call to submit is still limited by “for the sake of the Lord”

• But that limitation is not where we would tend to draw it

• Here submission is being included under the category of 

suffering with purpose

• To glorify God

• To adorn the faith

• To win people (unbelieving husbands) to Christ


• A counter-cultural valuing of roles of submission

• Such roles provide an opportunity to display Christian love and 

humility in a distinct way



