
Discovering CTK 
Fall 2014

Week One 
The Gospel



Alan Wolfe, The Transformation of 
American Religion: How We Actually 
Live Our Faith.  (First section is 
entitled “The Strange Disappearance of 
Doctrine from Conservative 
Protestantism.”): “Evangelical churches 
lack doctrine because they want to 
attract new members.  Mainline churches 
lack doctrine because they want to 
hold on to those declining numbers of 
members they do have.”  Quoted in Kevin 
Vanhoozer, The Drama of Doctrine



To begin with, the older I get, the less I am 
impressed with flashy successes and 
enthusiasms that are not truth based.  
Everybody knows that with the right 
personality, the right music, the right location, 
and the right schedule you can grow a church 
without anybody really knowing what 
doctrinal commitments sustain it, if any.  
Church-planting specialists generally 
downplay biblical doctrine in the core values 
of what makes a church “successful.”  The 
long-term effect of this ethos is a weakening 
of the church that is concealed as long as the 
crowds are large, the band is loud, the 
tragedies are few, and persecution is still at 
the level of preferences. – John Piper



Where do we start?
Ancient practice of catechesis in 
order to join the church 

a year long study 

Apostles Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Ten 
Commandments, Baptism 

Specific doctrinal commitments of 
our denomination 

Westminster Confession



…of first 
importance

Now I would remind you, brothers, of the 
gospel I preached to you, which you 
received, in which you stand, and by which 
you are being saved, if you hold fast to the 
word I preached to you—unless you believed 
in vain. For I delivered to you as of first 
importance what I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day in accordance with 
the Scriptures. - 1 Corinthians 15.1-4



Many other 
succinct verses

Isaiah 53.5 - But he was pierced for 
our transgressions; he was crushed 
for our iniquities; upon him was the 
chastisement that brought us peace, 
and with his wounds we are healed.  

Mark 10.45 - “For even the Son of 
Man came not to be served but to 
serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.”



John 3.16 - “For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life.” 

Acts 10.43 - “To him all the prophets bear 
witness that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his 
name.”  

Acts 13.38f - “Let it be known to you 
therefore, brothers, that through this man 
forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 
39 and by him everyone who believes is 
freed from everything from which you 
could not be freed by the law of Moses.”



Romans 4.22ff - That is why his faith 
was “counted to him as 
righteousness.” But the words “it was 
counted to him” were not written for his 
sake alone, but for ours also. It will be 
counted to us who believe in him who 
raised from the dead Jesus our 
Lord, who was delivered up for our 
trespasses and raised for our 
justification.  

2 Corinthians 5.19 - in Christ God was 
reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them.



2 Corinthians 5.21 - For our sake he 
made him to be sin who knew no sin, 
so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 

Titus 2.14 - who gave himself for us 
to redeem us from all lawlessness and 
to purify for himself a people for his 
own possession who are zealous for 
good works. 

1 Peter 2.24 - He himself bore our sins 
in his body on the tree, that we might 
die to sin and live to righteousness.



1 Peter 3.18 - For Christ also suffered 
once for sins, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, that he might bring us to 
God. 

1 John 4.10 - In this is love, not that 
we have loved God but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins. 

Not a peripheral concern, but the soup 
to nuts of redemptive history (the Bible) 

Always being screwed up (Galatians 
5.1)



Two Grids

Historical 

Creation - all things very good 

Fall - Sin, bondage and 
condemnation 

Redemption - Jesus, God 
incarnate, substitute 

Consummation - All restored



Two Grids
Systematic 

God - holy and loving, just and 
merciful 

Humanity - greatness and 
wretchedness in one package 

Jesus - two natures, crucified and 
resurrected 

Faith - unites to Christ in death and 
resurrection



It’s personal
“Confess with your mouth . . . and 
believe with your heart . . .” - Romans 
10.9 

At the center of your personality, 
the place of your core commitments 

Paul’s prayer in Ephesians 3: Christ 
dwelling in hearts through faith so 
that we would be filled with the 
fullness of God.



It’s growing
Salvation is to be worked out - 
Philippians 2.12f 

It does not end at conversion. 

“Take my yoke upon you . . .” - 
Matthew 11.39 

“The grace of God teaches us to say 
‘no’ to ungodliness and worldly 
passions, and to live self-controlled, 
upright and godly lives.” - Titus 3.11f



Salvation is past, 
present and future
Have been justified, are being 
sanctified, will be glorified 

Justification is already, sanctification is 
right now, glorification is not yet. 

Critical distinction although inseparable 

Justification always past, not future 

Romans 5.1ff



Sanctification built on justification 

Our tendency is the opposite, to build 
justification (acceptance) upon 
sanctification (performance) 

this is quintessential soul-crushing 
paganism, and the experience of 
most Christians 

We keep coming back to free 
justification as the ground and 
motivation for growth in 
sanctification.



Much more
Creeds are rich and beneficial 

especially clarifying and opening 
up the mystery of Jesus 

Confessional distinctives are also 
helpful 

especially a high view of the Bible 

Wrestling with our context 

it is simply different here


