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Week Five 
The Witness of the Church, Part 2 

Outreach and Vocation



Overview
Topics to be covered under witness: 

Cultural Engagement (last week) 

Outreach 

Evangelism 

Justice and Mercy 

Vocation - Faith, Work, and Rest



Overview

“Outreach” includes two concepts: 

Evangelism 

Justice and Mercy 

Could also refer to “word and 
deed”



The Mission of the 
Church

As defined by Jesus 

making disciples, baptizing, 
teaching obedience 

repentance and forgiveness 
proclaimed 

bearing witness to the kingship of 
Jesus
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Equipping the Saints
“Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, 
since love covers a multitude of sins. Show 
hospitality to one another without grumbling. 
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another, as good stewards of God's varied 
grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks 
oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who 
serves by the strength that God supplies—in 
order that in everything God may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and 
dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 

- 1 Peter 4:8-11



Equipping the Saints
“And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 
shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all 
attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no 
longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and 
carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human 
cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. Rather, 
speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way 
into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole 
body, joined and held together by every joint with which 
it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes 
the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.” 

- Ephesians 4:11-16



Equipping the Saints

“Paul’s image of the body of Christ 
offers profound insights for nurture:  
all the members are needed; gifts are 
for the body as a whole, and isolation 
is tragic; and diversity of function 
produces not division, but unity (Eph. 
4:11-16).” 

- Edmund Clowney, The Church



Cultural Crisis

“Until the middle of the twentieth 
century… most conservative Christians 
in Western societies felt basically at 
home in their own cultures. … Now… 
the gospel message [is] not simply 
being rejected; it [is] becoming 
incomprehensible…” 

- Tim Keller, Center Church



Cultural Crisis
Not simply changes in hearts and minds:  cultural 
institutions are increasingly oriented away from God. 

Support Structures/Plausibility Structures 

Politics 

Education 

Work 

Family Structures 

Art 

Architecture and Urban Planning



Cultural Crisis

Steve Timmis argues that the gospel 
is increasingly excluded from the 
public square:  we have almost no 
platform left, and what we have is 
the remaining vestige of an earlier 
age that is rapidly being dismantled. 

This calls for evangelism which is 
simultaneously bolder and gentler.



Missional Church
“To reach this growing post-Christendom society in 
the West will obviously take more than what we 
ordinarily call an evangelistic church; it will take 
a missional church.  This church’s worship is 
missional in that it makes sense to nonbelievers in 
that culture, even while it challenges and shapes 
Christians with the gospel.  Its people are missional 
in that they are… outwardly focused… involved in 
addressing the needs of the local community… 
know how to contextualize the gospel…  Finally… a 
missional church will always have some outsiders 
who are drawn into its community to incubate and 
explore the Christian faith in its midst.” - Tim 
Keller, Center Church, p. 265
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Missional Church
“To be missional today requires that lay Christians 
be equipped by their churches to do three things: 

1. to be a verbal witness to the gospel in their 
webs of relationships, 

2. to love their neighbors and do justice within 
their neighborhoods and city, and 

3. to integrate their faith with their work in 
order to engage culture through their 
vocations.” 

- Tim Keller, Center Church, p. 272



The Marks of a Missional Church 
(Center Church, p. 274)

The church must confront society’s idols. 

The church must contextualize skillfully and 
communicate in the vernacular. 

The church must equip people in mission in every area 
of their lives. 

The church must be a counterculture for the common 
good (“alien benefactors”). 

The church should expect nonbelievers, inquirers, and 
seekers to be involved in most aspects of the church’s 
life and ministry. 

The church must practice unity across denominations.



Lay Ministry
Not the same as lay leadership 

Lay ministry is not something that comes with term 
limits 

But note:  lay ministry is essential to allowing rest for 
lay leaders 

Characteristics: 

Organic 

Relational 

Word deploying 

Active, not passive 

Dependent on kingdom-centered prayer



Engaging the City
Engaging Neighbors 

Take walks in the neighborhood 

Find a hobby you can pursue with others in your 
neighborhood 

Volunteer alongside your neighbors 

Get involved in the schools (especially if you 
have children) 

Participate in festivals, cleanups, etc. 

Neighborhood association meetings 

Invite neighbors into your home



Engaging the City
Engaging Co-workers and Colleagues 

Socialize with them (sporting events, theater, 
art exhibit, movies, etc.) 

Invite them to share a hobby with you 

Make plans to eat together, out or at home 

Plan trips or outings with them 

Ask someone to teach you their hobby or skill 

Organize a discussion group on an issue of 
common interest (could be a book or movie 
discussion)



Sharing our Faith
One-on-one - informal 

Let others know of your faith simply by 
mentioning church attendance or beliefs in 
casual conversation 

Ask questions about others’ beliefs and listen to 
them 

Listen to others’ challenges and offer to pray 
for them 

Share your own struggles and mention the role 
of faith in dealing with them 

Share your overall testimony



Sharing our Faith
One-on-one - planned or intentional 

Offer someone a book or audio recording 
discussing Christianity and offer to discuss 
it with them 

Initiate a discussion about someone’s 
objections to Christianity; listen and discuss 

Read through a book of the Bible (esp. a 
gospel) with someone 

Explain the gospel to someone and invite 
them to consider making a commitment



Sharing our Faith
In community 

Invite friends to events where 
Christians will be present, even if there 
is no Christian content at all 

Invite friends to events where the 
gospel will be discussed (book 
discussions, community group, worship 
service, etc.) 

Community groups should assume that 
nonbelievers are/will be present



Doing Justice and Preaching Grace

Harvie Conn, 1992  

At the center of evangelism is an answer to 
the unchurched, downtrodden, oppressed – 
‘the kingdom of God embodied in a 
community of salvation and sharing.’ (30)   

Evangelism announces the restoration of 
humanity, of full personhood in the image 
of God (32).   

This is the call of the full church – 
expressed in terms of preaching, service, 
community, and worship (35ff.).



Doing Justice and Preaching Grace

“Christians go into the world as witnesses 
of the kingdom (Acts 1:6-8).  To spread 
the kingdom of God is more than simply 
winning people to Christ.  It is also 
working for the healing of person, 
families, relationships, and nations; it is 
doing deeds of mercy and seeking 
justice.  It is reordering lives and 
relationships and institutions and 
communities according to God’s authority 
to bring in the blessedness of the 
kingdom.” - Tim Keller, Ministries of Mercy



Doing Justice and Preaching Grace

“I urge my readers to discern the 
balance I am seeking to strike.  If we 
confuse evangelism and social justice we 
lose what is the single most unique 
service that Christians can offer the 
world.  Others, alongside believers, can 
feed the hungry.  But Christians have the 
gospel of Jesus by which men and women 
can be born again into the certain hope 
of eternal live.  No one else can make 
such an invitation.” - Tim Keller, 
Generous Justice



Mercy and Justice
Christians are commanded to love their 
neighbor. 

Christians are commanded to serve. 

Christians are commanded to “do justice” or 
“live justly” 

“The righteous are willing to disadvantage 
themselves to advantage the city.” - Bruce 
Waltke 

“When it goes well with the righteous, the city 
rejoices, and when the wicked perish there are 
shouts of gladness.” - Proverbs 11:10



CTK Cambridge and Central Square

Diaconal Ministry 

Windsor House 

Community Group service 

Volunteer opportunities (website) 

Exploring other options 

Financial Literacy 

Other means of building capacity in 
our neighbors



Justice, Mercy, and Church Planting

“We work and pray for a transformed community where 
God is glorified through the advance of his kingdom 
through the proliferation of churches committed to 
justice, mercy and faithfulness.” - CTK Vision Statement 

Why are church planting and justice/mercy combined in 
a single point? 

“We believe that mercy and evangelism are 
inseparable.  If the Church is defined as the 
worshipping community of the people of God who 
order their lives, relationships, vocations, etc., in 
light of the values of his kingdom, which drive us to 
live for the city in a way that no other worshipping 
community can, then it becomes obvious why we aim 
at church planting.” - CTK Vision Statement



Faith and Work
Our approach is most consistent with the 
Transformation or Two Kingdoms models - 
less so with the Relevance or 
Countercultural models 

We assume that there is such a thing as a 
Christian “worldview” - faith impacts all 
areas of life, including our work 

Challenges the culture’s idols (thus not 
Relevance) 

Discourages isolation (hence not 
Countercultural)



Faith and Work
Our faith: 

changes our motivation for work 

changes our conception of work 

provides a high ethical standard 
for the workplace 

provides the basis for 
reconceiving the way in which our 
work is done



Work in the Garden
Adam given the mandate “to guard and to keep” (Gen. 
2:15) 

God filled his creation with kings; humanity given an 
expansive dominion over all 

This is also a priestly mandate 

Humanity also told to be fruitful and multiply 

Implies a filling and an expansion of order over chaos 

Humanity has a role to play in extending the dwelling 
place of God with man (Beale 11-12; Walton, Genesis, 
186) 

Fall 

Work is cursed - work itself is not evil, but the toil is



A Biblical Conception of Work

Work is created 

Work is good 

Work is fallen 

Work is covenantal service 

This does not mean that the mission of the church 
can be confused with secular vocations, or that 
work = worship 

But work is designed to be oriented toward worship: 
neither work nor rest is to be enjoyed in and of 
themselves, but are to be used to enjoy God. 

Work ought to recognize what creation is



Sabbath
Creation:  God building a palace and a temple 
(Walton, Waltke) 

On the seventh day God rests - but this is not 
simply a cessation of activity 

God establishing himself in the place from which 
he will reign and dwell with his people 

Sabbath commandment has two rationales: 

Creation (Ex 20:8-11) 

Exodus (Dt 5:12-15) 

Both are related to worship


