
Hello Fellow Congregants, 
 
We were deeply appreciative of the group with us at the ministry meeting on Sunday, June 
14th as we shared our vision for children and worship and unveiled curriculum we have been 
developing that we will begin teaching with the children in September.  For those of you unable 
to join us, we wanted to provide an overview of the planned changes and share why we are so 
excited about the materials we have been creating. 

The accompanying handouts explain some of the particulars, but we wanted to share some of 
the vision that drew us in and prompted these changes.  As you will read in the meeting outline, 
the big change is that we are renaming “Children’s Church” to “Children’s Worship”.  This 
change will begin on September 13th with new curriculum that teaches about worship.  It is 
meant to better align the teaching with the children downstairs with what is happening in the 
service upstairs. 

What are the elements of worship in our service?  What is the Invocation, Confession, 
Absolution, Thanksgiving, and Passing the Peace to name a few?  What are we doing, what are 
we grabbing hold of, what are we hearing from our God?  The new curriculum is building on 
these elements.  The lessons are designed to describe, teach, and invite our children into the 
service upstairs (see the curriculum overview).  Teaching how each of the elements supports 
our worship, this curriculum better assists us with drawing our kids into worship with us, rather 
than waiting until they are old enough to “sit still and pay attention”.  We desire to meet 
children at their level, through classes tailored to their age, so that they may learn alongside 
peers and then more fully participate in worship alongside their parents and the congregation. 

Children’s Worship is also meant to encourage a paradigm shift for everyone in our 
congregation.  We are hoping it pulls us away from this idea that parents are simply expected 
to keep kids quietly occupied while the adults are worshipping, or the idea that kids shouldn’t 
disturb the worship experience of others (including their parents).  As important as it can be to 
encourage our kids to have appropriate voice and activity levels while in the service, more so, 
this curriculum draws us together on Sundays recognizing that it isn’t just me individually 
connecting these songs, prayers and sermon to my faith without disturbance.  But rather, I 
worship more deeply with the body on Sunday and that includes our children as they are 
growing in their understanding of faith and worship as well.  

As we move away from teaching specific Bible stories each week, we move more into teaching 
children the core values of our faith.  The new curriculum, however, remains rooted in Scripture 
and uses Bible verses and stories to show the big picture of the Gospel and our amazing God 
who we worship on Sundays.  (Check out the Story of Worship as one teaching tool to help 
kids see the big picture that will be read with them each week.)  

We hope and pray that as you learn more about the plans for Children’s Worship and read the 
handouts that you too become excited and we may work together to share this with the 
children.    

Dana, Leann, and Lara 
 


