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Introduction 

1) CTK Children’s Ministry Vision 
Our hope is for children to be transformed to love God, to develop and nurture a 
personal faith in the Lord Jesus, and to l ive bearing witness to the gospel. 

2) How might we support this vision in our children’s classes meeting during the sermon? 
• Aim to provide more accessible teaching for younger hearts and minds  
• Desire to teach in a manner engaging and meaningful to children 
• Be more deliberate in our efforts to prepare our children to participate in worship and 

nurture their own faith (now and as they remain in full service). 
• Offer teaching that connects more directly to our worship service that is distinct from our 

children’s Sunday School classes (the church’s primary time for the Christian Education 
of our children, as Adult Ed is for parents) 

3) Planned Changes 
• New program name:  

“Children’s Church” à “Children’s Worship” 
• New mission statement: 

Children’s Worship provides a time of 
teaching for children to be shaped by the 
practices of worship and l iving by faith. 

• Launch with new curriculum materials this fall 
(September 13) 

Overview of New Curriculum 

We have adapted materials from Trinity PCA (Charlottesville, VA) for use at CTK, substantially 
adding to and enhancing the content. 

1) Plan & Structure 
• Two years (during the school year); children go through rotation twice (once in older and 

once in younger class). 

• Upcoming year focuses on worship:  The Story of Worship (see handout) is our 
conversation with God initiated by him and instituted in His word.  It describes what we 
do on Sunday but also frames how we worship in all of life. 

• Each part of our worship corresponds to a lesson unit (handout backside) 
• Lessons are thematically the same, but activities and depth will vary between classes to 

meet developmental differences of older and younger children. 
• Classes will be together for some activities (e.g. music, art) to emphasize serving and 

worshipping together and caring for one another as part of the same church body. 

MEETING AT A GLANCE 
• Children’s Church changing to 

“Children’s Worship” 
• Launching with new curr iculum on 

Sept. 13th 
• Unit-based lessons; upcoming year 

covers Order of Worship 
• Seeking more teachers (training to 

be offered late summer & fall)  
• Opportunit ies to volunteer in 

classroom and behind the scenes 
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2) Specifics 
• 14 units total; each unit 3 weeks (covering 1 element of the order of worship) 
• Weeks are structured the same across units:  

Week 1: Introduces part of worship using fictional vignette of a girl and her experiences 
and Scripture references to connect the part of worship with our everyday life. 

Week 2: Reviews part of worship and looks at a Bible story illustration and asks how it 
shapes our “Heads, Hearts, and Hands” (what we know, our desires, and what 
we do in response). 

Week 3: Collaborative art week—opportunity to respond to what we have learned and 
practice one way worship permeates all of life. It is a chance to work together to 
express individual gifts and perspectives, while working toward a common goal. 
It is an opportunity to serve our church—we hope to display finished art 
projects as they are completed.  

Getting Involved 

Why get involved?  

1) Be a part of building the body of worshipers on Sunday.   
• Help encourage and teach the kids what is happening during the service and how to 

participate with us!   
• Challenge yourself and grow (learn through teaching others) 

2) Deepen community, build disciplining and real relationships with children, other teachers 
and parents 

3) Learn! Use and grow your gifts while providing a service to the church. Watch God work! 

4) Teachers are needed for several reasons: 
• many have and are moving away 
• some have “retired” to get involved elsewhere at CTK as children have “graduated” 
• number of children is increasing so it requires more supervision in class 

How to get involved? 
1) Serve in the classroom (teacher, music or art helper) 

• All Volunteers – attend training when offered in August or the fall 
• Existing lead teachers – goal is to have a set of teachers attend the August training who 

are willing to teach the early units in the fall 
• Existing assistants – consider training to lead teach 
• New volunteers – help as a lead or assistant teacher, lead music, lead art projects 

2) Work “behind the scenes” using your gifts in areas that might include: 
• preparation or clean up assistance for art weeks 
• help preparing materials during the week 
• help with projects to make changes to classrooms 
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Training / Staffing / Scheduling 
We want children to feel welcome and enjoy class.  We hope to alleviate current challenges 
(children reluctant to enter class, struggling to stay engaged, unsure what is expected of them):  

1) Teacher training -- end of summer & fall 
• Familiarize teachers with curriculum materials 
• Set/standardize expectations in the classroom 
• Tips/strategies for class management  
• Learn from one another - share “best practices” and experiences  

2) Teacher consistency -- teaching a unit (3 weeks) at a time 
• Familiarity helps children and teachers acclimate, feel more comfortable, build rapport 
• Continuity across lessons improves learning and teaching 
• Teachers may invest more deeply in a given topic 

3) Staffing needs 

Specific staffing will need to be worked out with the volunteers, but our desire is for: 

2 adults (1 lead teacher & 1 assistant) staffed in each class (younger and older) 
 

Volunteers (needed during school year) 

Lead Teachers: 
(28 total)	  

teach one unit  
(3 weeks in a row during school year and once in summer)	  

Assistants: 
(28 total)	  

assist lead teacher; ideally same for each unit 
 

Music Person: one person will lead music time each week; this may be one of the 
teachers or an additional person who might come during music 
and share an instrument (e.g. guitar, ukulele, tambourine, etc.)  

Art Helpers: 
 

those with artistic gifts may help lead children during the art weeks 

 


