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The city orbits around eight million
centers of the universe
and turns around the golden clock
at the still point of this place.
Lift up your eyes from the moving hive
and you will see time circling
under a vault of stars and know
just when and where you are. - Billy Collins, “Grand Central”

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your 
shield; your reward shall be very great.” … And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward 
heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall 
your offspring be.” And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness. 
                            - Genesis 15

Prelude                            “Meditation” from Thais                             J. Massanet 
                            Heather Hawkes                                               
    

      Prayer (Collect) of Preparation: 

Deliver us when we draw near to You, 
from coldness of heart and wanderings of mind: 
Grant that with steadfast thoughts and kindled affections, 
we may worship You in Spirit and in Truth. Amen

                            
Call to Worship                                     Liturgist: Erik Hom

Leader: How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! My soul 
longs, yes, faints for the courts of the Lord; my heart and flesh sing for 
joy to the living God.

Congregation: Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a 
nest for herself, where she may lay her young, at your altars, O Lord 
of hosts, my King and my God. Blessed are those who dwell in your 
house, ever singing your praise!

Leader: For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I 
would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the 
tents of wickedness.

Congregation: For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows 
favor and honor. No good thing does he withhold from those who 
walk uprightly.

All: O Lord of hosts, blessed is the one who trusts in you. 
                  — Psalm 84.1-4, 10-12

Invocation

Preparation
Note: Please silence all cell 
phones and other electronic 
equipment.

Call to Worship
God calls his people to 
assemble for worship; ac-
cordingly the church calls 
itself together.

We focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation to 
enter into the life-giving 
presence of God.
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We Come O Christ to Thee                       Words: E. Margaret Clarkson; 
                   Music: John Darwall

God’s people sing not 
only as an expression of 
our love for God but also 
to remind ourselves of our 
place in God’s redemptive 
work.

The church is marked by 
its singing, from Israel’s 
deliverance through the 
Psalms to our worship 
today. 
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Jesus, I Come                                  Words: William Sleeper;
              Music: Greg Thompson
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Call to Confession 

Leader: This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to 
you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have 
fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not prac-
tice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses 
us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we 
have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.  
                – 1 John 1.5-10

Prayer of Confession

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent, for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
      — From the Book of Common Prayer

Declaration of Absolution 

Leader: Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, has had mercy on us and 
has given his only Son to die for us and for his sake forgives us all our 
sins. God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
that the world through him might be saved. Whoever believes in him is 
not condemned. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that 
in him we might become the righteousness of God. To those who repent 
and look to Jesus Christ for their salvation, the absolution of sins is ef-
fected in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation: Amen

Leader: The Lord is merciful and gracious,

Congregation: slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and 
faithfulness.

Leader: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,

Congregation: for his steadfast love endures forever.

Leader: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Congregation: As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. 
Amen.

Declaration of 
Absolution 
God declares through his 
Church that everyone 
who repents and believes 
in Jesus Christ is com-
pletely forgiven from all 
their sins and their guilty 
consciences cleansed.

Call to Confession
In God’s presence, the 
evil that mars our lives – 
corporate and individual 
– comes to light. Through 
Jesus Christ, we are safe 
to be honest about our-
selves because we fear no 
condemnation.



Lift High the Name of Jesus    Words and Music: Keith and Kristyn Getty,  
                Fionan de Barra, and Ed Cash 
       

Offertory                          Nicole Vander Laan                                                           
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Offertory
We give back to God our 
wealth and talents in 
recognition that they all 
come from him.



Doxology                                             Words: Thomas Ken;
                                                                                          Music: Thomas Tallis

Pastoral Prayer

All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For yours is the king-
dom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Dismissal of Children & Passing of the Peace
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Pastoral Prayer
We cry out together for 
grace and mercy in a time 
of need.

Passing of the Peace
We remind each other of 
the peace given us in the 
gospel – peace first between 
us and God, leading to 
reconciled relationships 
with each other.



O Jesus Christ, Grow Thou In Me                              Words: Johann Lavater;
                                   Music: Kathryn Baldanza

Scripture Reading                             Joshua Parker    
      Hebrews 2.5-18 pages 1001-1002 in pew Bible 

Reader: This is the Word of God.
      Congregation: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon                                                                     Rev. Rick Downs

Prayer of Response
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Scripture Reading
So faith comes from hear-
ing, and hearing through 
the word of Christ. 
Romans 10.17

Sermon
God has ordained the 
preaching of His Word to 
illuminate and apply the 
good news of Jesus Christ 
to our hearts that would 
remain dull and hard 
apart from the operation 
of His Holy Spirit.

At this time, we encour-
age children remaining in 
the service to make use 
of the Children’s Sermon 
Worksheet to aid them in 
the teaching (available on 
the back table).
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Sarah Lints, Brooke Huskey, Matthew Huskey, Nicole Vander Laan, 
Roger White, Elizabeth Cantrell, Jonathan Ong, Nathan Dicks

Lord’s Supper
God meets us not only 
in hearing the Word, but 
also in visible, tangible 
form – uniting us with 
himself spiritually by faith 
in Christ.

Lord’s Supper                 

Fencing the Table 

Minister: Christ is spiritually present at this meal – at work through our 
confession.  What do you believe?

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried: he descended into hell; the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 
is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; from there 
he shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgive-
ness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen. – Apostles’ Creed

Words of Institution

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what you 

claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who 
you are. Grant that I might be unafraid of the cost of following you as I 

consider the reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding of you that is 
clear, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen

Prayer for Those Desiring to Trust in Jesus Christ for the First Time
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before be-
lieved. And I know that through you I am more loved & accepted than I ever 
dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the 
cross, and providing forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and 

Lord and desire to live a life of loving and serving you. Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Note: Servers come for-
ward. 
*Grape juice is available 
in the center of each wine 
tray and gluten-free bread 
on the right for those who 
desire such. Please hold 
the elements until all can 
partake together.



Nothing But the Blood                                          Words and Music: Robert Lowry

Benediction
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Benediction
We depart with this ‘good 
word’ of God’s calling 
upon our lives in the 
world.
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Please join us in the fellowship hall for refreshments immediately following the service 

Sermon Notes
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Welcome
Christ the King is a multicultural church that seeks to build relationships between different language 
groups and bring reconciliation to them in obedience to the Word of God. To that end we are a multi- 

ethnic English-speaking congregation that meets in Cambridge on Sunday mornings (ctkcambridge.org) 
and a mostly Brazilian congregation meeting in Portuguese in Cambridge on Sunday evenings (pres-

biterianaboston.com) as well as congregations that meet in Dorchester, Newton, Pembroke, Roslindale 
and Jamaica Plain on Sunday morning/afternoon (ctkboston.org). We are excited to welcome our next 

community to the CTK family, with a church plant in the works in Somerville. As a multi-congregational 
church we seek to provide both autonomy and interdependency among the congregations.

  There are many ways to get connected to CTK, including community groups, college Bible studies and more. 

Weekly Electronic Newsletter
Email office@ctkcambridge.org to sign up for our weekly CTK Reader with notes from our pastors, 

church announcements and community classifieds. Please note this is one of the church’s main means 
of communication throughout the week.

Weekly Women’s Bible Studies
9:00am, Tuesday Mornings: Leann Barczi, lbarczi@gmail.com or Kelly Sawyer, oxfordkelly@hotmail.com

Currently, we are not gathering on Tuesday Evenings. Alternatives that seem to work better for those 
unable to attend the morning study include the Women’s Fellowship Groups and Community Groups.

Morning Prayer 
Please join us on Tuesday mornings, 6:30am-8:30am for prayer at the church building in the fellowship 
hall. Coffee and snacks are provided, if you have any questions please contact office@ctkcambridge.org.

Second Saturdays
A monthly gathering to connect with friends or make new ones. Events take place the second Satur-
day of each month at Cambridge Brewing Company (1 Kendall Square, Bldg 100, Cambridge) from 
5:30-7:30pm. Second Saturdays at CBC grew out of a desire to provide more opportunities to build 

community both in and outside of the church. If you have questions or would like more 
information please contact office@ctkcambridge.org.

Men’s Fellowship Groups 
Men’s fellowship groups meet throughout the city. Please feel welcome to participate in any of these 

groups. If you would like one started near you, email rickdowns@ctkcambridge.org. 
The aim is camaraderie and discipling - growing in the faith. We are currently reading 

Sex & Money by Paul David Tripp as a conversation guide.

Arlington: First Saturday of the month at 7:30am, Arlington Diner (134 Massachusetts Avenue)                    
              Kurt Brenner (kurt_brenner@hms.harvard.edu)
Central Square: Thursday at 1pm, The Field, Rev. Rick Downs (rickdowns@ctkcambridge.org) 
Harvard Square: Thursday at 12pm, John Williams (John_Williams@hks.harvard.edu) 
Kendall Square: Tuesday at 12pm, Cosi, Greg Howard (ghoward@MIT.edu)
Longwood Medical Area: Friday mornings, 8:30am in the lobby of the Dana Farber Cancer Center, 
          Galen Collins (galenacollins@gmail.com) or Tyler Holley (tylerbholley@gmail.com)
Northern Suburbs (Melrose, Wakefield, Reading): Every other Saturday at 7am, Greg Russell 
                           (p.greg.russell@gmail.com)
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Women’s Fellowship Groups
Women’s Fellowship Groups are meeting throughout the city, reading and discussing a book (specific 

to each group).  Please contact Cat Sherrill (bostonsherrill@gmail.com) for general information or 
would like to start a group near you, particularly if you are interested in Central or Harvard Square.

Longwood: 1st and (if possible) 4th Thursday of the month and location varies between BWH and BCH.  
  Contact Cat Sherrill.
Kendall: Thursdays at 7:30-8:30 am at the Tatte Bakery and Cafe on Broadway St. and meets weekly. 
          Contact Anna Wargula (wargulaae@gmail.com). 
MGH/Beacon Hill: Mondays at 12noon in the Yawkey Cafeteria and meets weekly. Contact Rosemary Boyle 
                          (romaryboyle@gmail.com).

Adult Education & Sunday School Classes
     Every Sunday morning at 9:15am, Christ the King offers classes for adults, youth and children. The 
topics of these classes reflect the desire of the church to equip its members with a better understand-
ing of God’s Word. Adult Education classes are held across the street at the Church Office (130 Prospect 
Street) and fellowship hall, Jr/Sr High Sunday School walks over together to the church office (130 Pros-
pect Street), and children 2.5 years-6th grade are taught downstairs in the church building.

New Testament Survey:
We will do a fast-paced, high-level overview of the New Testament, to understand the context into which many 
of the well-known stories sit. Get a better feel for the chronology of the gospels and Acts, and the structure of 
a typical epistle. We’ll spend two weeks digging into two of the largest epistles, and the class will close on May 
25 with one lesson on the book of Revelation. It will be taught by Nathan Carter and a number of other CTK 
members in the fellowship hall. 

Pilgrim Theology:
An introductory systematic theology class. We are picking back up from last fall and will continue discuss-
ing what the Bible teaches us about God, ourselves, and the great drama that we have been brought into as 
Christians. We will be working through the topics laid out by Michael Horton in his book, Pilgrim Theology. 
All are welcome. This class will meet in the Church Office and will be taught by Matthew Huskey (matthewd-
huskey@gmail.com).

Childcare on Sundays
Our nurseries are available throughout the service. The infant (0-12 months) nursery is upstairs 
through the doors to the right of the stage, while nurseries for 1, 2, and 3-year-olds are available 

downstairs (also through the door to the right of the stage). Children’s church will begin after the 
passing of the peace and dismissal of children and is divided into two age groups: 4-5 years old in 
room 5 and 6-7 years old in room 1. There is also a listening area (with a partitioned off space for 

nursing mothers) in the social hall that will play the entire service for parents who 
need to take their children out of the service for any reason.

This Week at CTK

*for further event information please see page 15

May 4 
May 6
May 6 
May 10

1:00pm-3:00pm 
6:30am-8:30am
9:00am-11:30am
5:30pm-7:30pm

 Women’s MFA Outing
 Morning Prayer
 Women’s Tuesday Bible Study 
 Second Saturdays

Sunday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Saturday
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Community Groups
     The purpose of community groups at Christ the King is to provide a context for people to know 
the gospel of Jesus Christ more deeply and personally. We do this in all kinds of ways - by sharing 
meals and socializing together, studying together, praying together, and serving together, all with 
hope of living life in light of the gospel. We do this in a localized context, encouraging people to join 
the groups that are closest to where they live, with the hopes that we can love, pray for and serve our 
neighborhoods faithfully. Everyone is welcome to join a community group, whether you are a mem-
ber of the Christ the King or not, a Christian or not. In our community groups, we are always striving 
to come to a fuller understanding of what it means to believe and live as a follower of Jesus Christ, so 
we look to our community groups as the perfect place to work out the implications of the gospel as 
we discuss our questions and struggles, and share our lives. For more information please contact the 
Church Office, office@ctkcambridge.org. 

Sunday
Allston/Brighton/Brookline — 6:30pm (incl. dinner)
      -Dane & Kirstie Walker,
      dawalke2@earthlink.net
East Cambridge -- 4-6:00pm
      -Erik Hom, erikhom@gmail.com
Reading/North Shore — 5:00pm 
      - Chris & Leslie Soria, 
      chris.soria@genzyme.com
Wakefield - 4:00pm (incl. dinner)
      -Jon & Oil Zivan
      jzivan@gmail.com

Monday
Arlington — 6:30pm (incl. dinner)
      - Kurt & Jody Brenner, 
      kurt_brenner@hms.harvard.edu
Cambridge/Porter Sq,/Davis Sq. --7:30pm
      - Coordinator: Mike Smanski
      msmanski@yahoo.com
Somerville/Porter Sq./Davis Sq. -- 6:30pm
      - Jeremy Mullen, jeremy.mullen@ruf.org
Somerville/Union Sq. -- 7:00pm
      - Tyler & Amanda Holley, 
      tylerbholley@gmail.com

Wednesday
Cambridge/Porter Sq. -- 7:00pm (incl. dinner)
      - Nathan & Leann Barczi, 
      nbarczi@gmail.com 
Cambridge/Central Sq. -- 7:30pm
      - Ted & Rachel Liao, rachel.g.liao@gmail.com
Somerville/Porter Sq./Davis Sq. -- 7:30pm 
      - Bob & Kelly Sawyer,                         
      bobsawyer@ctkboston.org

Thursday
Belmont/Watertown — 6:30pm (incl. dinner) 
      - Ambrose Huang, 
      ajhuang@post.harvard.edu
Belmont/Watertown — 6:30pm (incl. dinner) 
      - Matthew & Cat Sherrill, 
      sherrillmatt@hotmail.com
Cambridge/Central Sq./Riverside - 7:45pm     
      - Mike & Shannon Poor, 
      pcpoor@hotmail.com
Cambridge/Kendall Sq. — 8:00pm 
      - Sean & Nicole O’Hern,
      scohern@MIT.edu 
Melrose — TBD
      - Paul Clemens, prclemens@gmail.com
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Announcements

Please send requests for announcements to office@ctkcambridge.org by 12pm Tuesdays. 

Want to meet more people over a meal? On the first 
and third Sundays of each month, members Ryan and 
Abigail Zhang will be gathering a group of people for 
lunch after the service. Please meet them at the front 
of the sanctuary to explore one of the tasty establish- 
ments around Central Square. All are welcome! If you 
have questions please email RZhang2004@gmail.com.

Ladies, you are invited to an afternoon at the Museum 
of Fine Arts today following the service. The tour will 
be led by CTK artist, Alecia Augspurg and will be a 
time to learn and fellowship together. 

Second Saturdays at CBC: A monthly gathering to 
connect with friends or make new ones. The next 
event will take place Saturday, May 10, 5:30-7:30pm at 
Cambridge Brewing Company (1 Kendall Square, Bldg 
100, Cambridge). Drop in any time, bring friends, or 
meet new ones!

UPDATE: Spring Cleaning!  Join the deacons on Sat-
urday, May 17, for our semi-annual building workday.  
We will be working on a variety of projects includ-
ing cleaning out the basement and attic spaces.  We 
will begin at 8:00am with prayer and begin working 
at 8:30am.  Lunch will be provided and everyone is 
welcome. Please use the doodle poll (https://doodle.
com/ftddy2guvd3gpbbz) to sign up for 1 or more shifts; 
sign-up is not required, but will help us in planning 
activities and food! Children are welcome to come and 
join in the work! 

Sunday School teachers are needed for all ages dur-
ing the summer months as we offer a break to those 
who have been teaching throughout the school year.  
Classes run Sundays from 9:15 - 10:20am for children 
aged 2 1/2 years through Middle/High School. Please 
consider volunteering even if you will be traveling 
over the summer as subs can be arranged as needed.  
Please contact Dana (dana@ctkcambridge.org) if you 
are willing to teach.

Online giving is here! Christ the King is now accept-
ing general and deacon’s fund offerings online through 
The City. If you have a City account, you can set up 
secure one-time and recurring donations using your 
debit card, credit card or bank account. Just log on at 
ctkboston.onthecity.org and select Giving from the 
menu on the left. If you don’t have a City account, sign 
up today at ctkboston.onthecity.org/kiosk. If you’d 
rather not create an account, you can still make a one-
time online donation at www.bit.ly/ctkgiving. Email 
giving@ctkboston.org if you have questions or need 
help getting on The City.

Bulletins are now available on the church website 
(http://ctkcambridge.org/index.php/worship) each 
Wednesday before the service. This allows you to view 
the PDF in advance as well as download for use during 
the service on a smartphone or tablet.  

Welcome visitors, please fill out a visitor card on the 
welcome table in the fellowship hall so we can get to 
know you better! If you would like more information 
about our church or community groups, contact the 
Church Office (office@ctkcambridge.org).

If you would like to receive our weekly electronic 
Reader with CTK’s latest announcements please email 
office@ctkcambridge.org.



   CTK is a member of Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). Scripture texts are from The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version™, Copyright ©2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers, 

Wheaton, Illinois 60187, U.S.A. CCLI #912939.

Church Officers
ELDERS
(rickdowns@ctkcambridge.org)
Rev. Rick Downs, Moderator 
Jonathan Zivan, Clerk 
Daniel Allred 
Nathan Barczi
Greg Russell 
Robert Sawyer 
Nathan Carter
Matthew Huskey

DEACONS
(deacons@ctkcambridge.org)
Mac Caldwell, Chairman
Joshua Parker 
Scott Baranyi
Michael Poor 
Stephen Kottmann
Matthew Sherrill
Chris Soria 
Joseph Buckley

DEACON ASSISTANTS 
Erin Frey 
Sarah Stuntz 

Please contact the following staff people by calling our office at (617) 354-8341 or by email: 

Pastor 
RUF College Pastor 
CTK Administrator 
Director of Children’s Ministry
Bookkeeper  
Music Director 

Rev. Richard Downs 
Rev. Jeremy Mullen 
Sarah Lints
Dana Russell
Jennifer Caldwell
Amanda Holley 

rickdowns@ctkcambridge.org 
jeremy.mullen@ruf.org 
office@ctkcambridge.org 
dana@ctkcambridge.org
bookkeeper@ctkboston.org
amanda@ctkcambridge.org


