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Outline

1. Opening Blessing:  Hope in Christ (1:1-12)

2. Living Obediently in Hope (1:13-2:3)

3. Living as the People of God (2:4-3:7)

4. The Blessing of Living with Christian Suffering (3:8-22)

5. Stewards of Grace and Suffering for Christ’s Sake (4:1-19)

6. Suffering and the Life of the Church (5:1-14)



1 Peter

• Resident Aliens…

• Alien Benefactors…

• Elect Exiles…


• “1 Peter bursts… Niebuhr’s five 
neat models of how Christ relates to 
culture…” – Miroslav Volf



To Change the World?
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What Made Peter Peter?

Thus says the LORD: “Let not the wise man boast in his 
wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the 
rich man boast in his riches, but let him who boasts boast in 
this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD 
who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in 
the earth. For in these things I delight, declares the LORD.” - 
Jeremiah 9:23-24



What Made Peter Peter?

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of 
Judah, not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the 
day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, 
declares the LORD. For this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put 
my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. And no longer shall each 
one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the 
LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I 
will remember their sin no more.” - Jeremiah 31:31-34



Exemplary Elders:  5:1-4

So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a 
witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the 
glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd the flock of God 
that is among you, exercising oversight, not under 
compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for 
shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over those in 
your charge, but being examples to the flock. And when the 
chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown 
of glory.
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Under-shepherds of the Great Shepherd

The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, prophesy 
against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy, and say to them, 
even to the shepherds, Thus says the Lord GOD: Ah, 
shepherds of Israel who have been feeding yourselves! 
Should not shepherds feed the sheep? … So they were 
scattered, because there was no shepherd, and they became 
food for all the wild beasts. My sheep were scattered… - 
Ezekiel 34:1-2, 5



Under-shepherds of the Great Shepherd

“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search 
for my sheep and will seek them out. - Ezekiel 34:11



Under-shepherds of the Great Shepherd

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his 
life for the sheep. … I am the good shepherd. I know my own 
and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. - John 
10:11, 14-15



Under-shepherds of the Great Shepherd

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
“Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He 
said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to 
him, “Feed my lambs.” - John 21:15
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Exaltation through Humility:  5:5-7

Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. 
Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one 
another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 
humble.” Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty 
hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, 
casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.
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Authority: Not a Zero-Sum Game

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping 
watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an 
account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for 
that would be of no advantage to you. – Hebrews 13:17 
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Resistance and Relief: 5:8-11

Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil 
prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 
Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of 
suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood 
throughout the world. And after you have suffered a little 
while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal 
glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and 
establish you. To him be the dominion forever and ever. 
Amen.
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Gracious Final Greetings:  5:12-14

By Silvanus, a faithful brother as I regard him, I have written 
briefly to you, exhorting and declaring that this is the true 
grace of God. Stand firm in it. She who is at Babylon, who is 
likewise chosen, sends you greetings, and so does Mark, my 
son. Greet one another with the kiss of love. 

Peace to all of you who are in Christ.
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Grace and Peace

By Silvanus, a faithful brother as I regard him, I have written 
briefly to you, exhorting and declaring that this is the true grace 
of God. Stand firm in it. She who is at Babylon, who is likewise 
chosen, sends you greetings, and so does Mark, my son. Greet 
one another with the kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in 
Christ. – 1 Peter 5:12-14 

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who are elect exiles of 
the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia, according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in 
the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and 
for sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be multiplied 
to you. – 1 Peter 1:1-2
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Summary of Three Major Themes

• Eschatological hope allows Christians to lead lives of quiet 
humility and service


• Resident Aliens, Elect Exiles, Alien Benefactors


• “Throughout his letter he grounds our hope in the reality of 
what God has done and will yet do for us through Christ.” – 
Edmund Clowney



Summary of Three Major Themes

• Suffering/submission are not mere tests of endurance; they are 
oriented to the goal of increasing God’s glory


• 1:7:  …so that the tested genuineness of your faith… may be 
found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ.


• 2:12:  …so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they 
may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of 
visitation.


• 4:11:  ..in order that in everything God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and 
ever. Amen.



Summary of Three Major Themes

• Sin, not suffering, can destroy us


• The main question to ask about submission to authority is 
not whether it causes us to suffer, but whether it causes us 
to sin.


• This gives us a different way to evaluate proposals to 
“change the world”, seek “faithful presence,” take “the 
Benedict Option,” etc.


