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To Change the World?



1 Peter

• Resident Aliens…

• Alien Benefactors…

• Elect Exiles…


• “1 Peter bursts… Niebuhr’s five 
neat models of how Christ relates to 
culture…” – Miroslav Volf



Tentative Outline

1. Opening Blessing:  Hope in Christ (1:1-12)

2. Living Obediently in Hope (1:13-2:3)

3. Living as the People of God (2:4-3:7)

4. The Blessing of Living with Christian Suffering (3:8-22)

5. Stewards of Grace and Suffering for Christ’s Sake (4:1-19)

6. Suffering and the Life of the Church (5:1-14)



The Suffering of Jesus - More Than an Example:  
3:18-20

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to 
death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, in which he 
went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, because they 
formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the 
days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a 
few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water.
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Holiness and Highest Authority:  3:21-22

Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a 
removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a 
good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, 
with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected 
to him.
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Preparing for Productive Pains:  4:1-6

Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with 
the same way of thinking, for whoever has suffered in the flesh 
has ceased from sin, so as to live for the rest of the time in the 
flesh no longer for human passions but for the will of God. For 
the time that is past suffices for doing what the Gentiles want to 
do, living in sensuality, passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking 
parties, and lawless idolatry. With respect to this they are 
surprised when you do not join them in the same flood of 
debauchery, and they malign you; but they will give account to 
him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. For this is why 
the gospel was preached even to those who are dead, that 
though judged in the flesh the way people are, they might live in 
the spirit the way God does.
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United to Christ

In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made 
without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the 
circumcision of Christ, having been buried with him in baptism, 
in which you were also raised with him through faith in the 
powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. - 
Colossians 2:11-12 

Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live 
with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will 
never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. For the 
death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he 
lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin 
and alive to God in Christ Jesus. - Romans 6:8-11
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Preparing for Productive Pains:  4:1-6

	 Why do the nations rage 
	 	 and the peoples plot in vain? 
The kings of the earth set themselves, 
	 	 and the rulers take counsel together, 
	 	 against the LORD and against his Anointed, saying, 
	 “Let us burst their bonds apart 
	 	 and cast away their cords from us.” 

- Psalm 2:1-3
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The Communion of the Saints

• The death of Christians presented a problem to the early 
church.

• Did their death represent God’s judgment against them?  

• Did martyrdom mean they had died under human judgment?


• Peter is arguing that the Christian dead appear to have been 
failed, but will be seen to have triumphed at the judgment.


• In the context of this chapter, it seems likely that Peter is 
linking the pattern set by Jesus to encouragement for those 
who are united to him



The Servant is not Above the Master

For this is why the gospel was preached even to those who 
are dead, that though judged in the flesh the way people are, 
they might live in the spirit the way God does. - 1 Peter 4:6 

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to 
death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit… - 1 Peter 3:18



Serving by Sufficient Grace:  4:7-11

The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled 
and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers. Above all, 
keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a 
multitude of sins. Show hospitality to one another without 
grumbling. As each has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: whoever 
speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, 
as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in 
order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen.
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The End of All Things is at Hand…

• The whole of the NT emphasizes 
two things:

• Jesus is coming back, so take 

courage

• We don’t know when, so stay 

awake

• “At hand” = nothing else has to 

happen before Christ’s return, 
because the rest of the work is 
done (cf. Matthew 24:32-42)
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Reviling, Rejoicing, and Revelation:  4:12-14

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes 
upon you to test you, as though something strange were 
happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's 
sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his 
glory is revealed. If you are insulted for the name of Christ, 
you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests 
upon you.
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A Test with a Purpose

In this [hope] you rejoice, though now for a little while, if 
necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the 
tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold 
that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to 
result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. - 1 Peter 1:6-7
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Reviling, Rejoicing, and Revelation:  4:12-14

“The key to the mystery of the suffering of the righteous is the 
mystery of the suffering of Christ.” – Edmund Clowney 
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Blessing in Suffering

“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you 
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” – 
Matthew 5:11-12



A Weight of Glory

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting 
away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this light 
momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of 
glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that 
are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that 
are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are 
eternal. – 2 Corinthians 4:16-18



Suffering and Service:  4:15-19

But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an 
evildoer or as a meddler. Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, 
let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. 
For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; 
and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those 
who do not obey the gospel of God? And 

	 “If the righteous is scarcely saved, 
	 	 what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 
	  
	 Therefore let those who suffer according to God's will 
entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.
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Refiner’s Fire

Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way 
before me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come 
to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom 
you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 
But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can 
stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like 
fullers' soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and 
he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and 
silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the 
LORD. - Malachi 3:1-3 



Taking the Long View

For behold, those who are far from you shall perish; 
	 	 you put an end to everyone who is unfaithful to you. 
	 But for me it is good to be near God; 
	 	 I have made the Lord GOD my refuge, 
	 	 that I may tell of all your works. – Psalm 73:27-28 
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