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1 Peter

• Resident Aliens…

• Alien Benefactors…

• Elect Exiles…


• “1 Peter bursts… Niebuhr’s five 
neat models of how Christ relates to 
culture…” – Miroslav Volf



Tentative Outline

1. Opening Blessing:  Hope in Christ (1:1-12)

2. Living Obediently in Hope (1:13-2:3)

3. Living as the People of God (2:4-3:7)

4. The Blessing of Living with Christian Suffering (3:8-22)

5. Stewards of Grace and Suffering for Christ’s Sake (4:1-19)

6. Suffering and the Life of the Church (5:1-14)



Outline for Today

The Blessing of Living with Christian Suffering (3:8-22)


1. Summary of Purposeful Submission (3:8-12)

2. The Righteous Response to Suffering (3:13-17)

3. The Suffering of Jesus - More Than an Example (3:18-20)

4. Holiness and Highest Authority (3:21-22)



Review of Last Class

• Peter has called his readers to lives of submission

• Civil Servants and Wealthy Benefactors - serve the city

• Slaves - serve masters

• Wives - serve husbands

• Husbands - serve wives


• This call is because, not in spite of, Christians’ eschatological, 
other-worldly hope as sojourners and exiles


• Jeremiah 29




Review of Last Class

• The call to submit is limited by “for the sake of the Lord”

• But that limitation is not where we would tend to draw it

• Here submission is being included under the category of 

suffering with purpose

• To glorify God

• To adorn the faith

• To win people to Christ


• A counter-cultural valuing of roles of submission

• Such roles provide an opportunity to display Christian love and 

humility in a distinct way



Summary of Purposeful Submission:  3:8-12

Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender 
heart, and a humble mind. Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for 
reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you 
may obtain a blessing. For 

	“Whoever desires to love life 
		 and see good days, 
	let him keep his tongue from evil 
		 and his lips from speaking deceit; 
	let him turn away from evil and do good; 
		 let him seek peace and pursue it. 
	For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 
		 and his ears are open to their prayer. 
	But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”



Summary of Purposeful Submission:  3:8-12

• Peter has just exhorted his readers to lives of purposeful 
submission, suffering when necessary.

• Civil realm

• Workplace

• Family


• Now he summarizes the attitudes and actions that characterize 
this life.
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A Christlike Response

Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender 
heart, and a humble mind. Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for 
reviling… but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you 
may obtain a blessing. For 

	“Whoever desires to love life 
		 and see good days, 
	let him keep his tongue from evil 
		 and his lips from speaking deceit; 
	let him turn away from evil and do good; 
		 let him seek peace and pursue it. 
	For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 
		 and his ears are open to their prayer. 
	But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”

Compare to 2:23-24: 

When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did 
not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 
He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin 
and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 

“Christians are free from vindictiveness because they trust in God’s 
justice; but they are free for blessing because they know God’s 
goodness.” - Edmund Clowney
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The Righteous Response to Suffering:  3:13-17

Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is 
good? But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, 
you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 
but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being 
prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 
and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you 
are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ 
may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, 
if that should be God's will, than for doing evil.



Overcome Evil With Good

Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is 
honorable in the sight of all. … Do not be overcome by evil, 
but overcome evil with good.  

– Romans 12:17, 21 
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Blessed are you…

“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you 
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”  

– Matthew 5:11-12
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Freedom from Fear

“And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the 
soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in 
hell.” 

- Matthew 10:28


“I have said these things to you, that in me you may have 
peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I 
have overcome the world.”  

– John 16:33



Freedom from Fear

Do not call conspiracy all that this people calls conspiracy, 
and do not fear what they fear, nor be in dread. But the LORD 
of hosts, him you shall honor as holy. Let him be your fear, 
and let him be your dread. 

- Isaiah 8:12-13


Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts 
honor Christ the Lord as holy… 

- 1 Peter 3:15



Freedom from Fear

“[M]y thesis… is very simply stated, 
though it has two parts: first, 
contemporary America is full of fear. 
And second, fear is not a Christian 
habit of mind.”


- Marilynne Robinson, “Fear”
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Attractional Communities

• Benefits of witness in community:


• Utilization of a variety of gifts, bucking an individualism that 
tends to identify a small set of (super-)Christians called to 
evangelism.


• Puts the nature of relationship in a gospel culture on display


• Teaches us about the gospel too:  “I pray that you may be active 
in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full understanding of 
every good thing we have in Christ.” - Philemon 6 
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The Suffering of Jesus - More Than an Example:  
3:18-20

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to 
death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, in which he 
went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, because they 
formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the 
days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a 
few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water.



Possible Objections to Suffering

1. Is your suffering too great?  But Christ suffered to the death.

2. Is your suffering too shameful?  Christ, who knew no sin, bore 

the shame of our sins to the cross (2 Cor. 5:21).


3. Is your suffering undeserved?  But in Christ, the just 
voluntarily suffers for the unjust.  


4. Is it all for nothing?  But if God can bring victory from the 
cross, then he can surely bring his own glory from the suffering 
of believers.
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Holiness and Highest Authority:  3:21-22

Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a 
removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a 
good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, 
with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected 
to him.
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Buried… (and) Raised With Him

See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, 
according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the 
world, and not according to Christ. For in him the whole fullness of deity 
dwells bodily, and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule 
and authority. In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made 
without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of 
Christ, having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also 
raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised 
him from the dead. And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having 
forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood 
against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 
He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by 
triumphing over them in him. – Colossians 2:8-15



The Importance of the Ascension

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, 
nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. – 
Romans 8:38-39


