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1 Peter

• Resident Aliens…

• Alien Benefactors…

• Elect Exiles…


• “1 Peter bursts… Niebuhr’s five 
neat models of how Christ relates to 
culture…” – Miroslav Volf



Major Themes (and connections to Mark)

• Ultimate Hope in Christ

• The Work of Christ and the Spirit


• Redemption

• The Church



Major Themes (and connections to Mark)

• Holiness and Suffering

• Sin, not suffering, can destroy us

• Christ – the holy Lamb of God - died to redeem us from the former

• Christ’s suffering transforms the latter into servants for our good, 

to build us up in holiness

• Holiness is not merely personal piety, but love of God and 

neighbor

• Hope allows Christians to lead lives of quiet humility and service

• Resident Aliens, Elect Exiles, Alien Benefactors


• “Throughout his letter he grounds our hope in the reality of what God 
has done and will yet do for us through Christ.” – Edmund Clowney



Tentative Outline

1. Opening Blessing:  Hope in Christ (1:1-12)

2. Living Obediently in Hope (1:13-2:3)

3. Living as the People of God (2:4-3:7)

4. The Blessing of Living with Christian Suffering (3:8-22)

5. Stewards of Grace and Suffering for Christ’s Sake (4:1-19)

6. Suffering and the Life of the Church (5:1-14)



Outline for Today

Living Obediently in Hope (1:13-2:3)


1. Called to Conform to God:  1:13-16

2. Called to Reverence:  1:17-21

3. Called to Brotherly Love:  1:22-25

4. The Right Spiritual Diet:  2:1-3



Called to Conform to God:  1:13-16

Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-
minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought 
to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As obedient children, 
do not be conformed to the passions of your former 
ignorance, but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy 
in all your conduct, since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I 
am holy.” 
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Prepare your mind for action

• A contrast: action and sober-mindedness, as opposed to 
passion, ignorance, inebriation

• On the one side is agency and freedom to be what you were 

made to be

• On the other is passivity and the slavery results when all 

constraints are lifted and nothing remains but your desires 
(cf. Rom 1:24)



Prepare your mind for action

• The difference is the hope on which you have set your mind.

• (Note the connection between thoughts, feelings, and 

desires)

• Peter will insist that his readers take the long view!

• Eschatological hope does not only promise compensation in 

eternity; it sustains us in time.

• A narrow perspective leads to desperation (Psalm 73)



Prepare your mind for action

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your 
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 
For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory. – Colossians 3:1-4 

Put to death therefore… (and) put on… 
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Good news v. Good advice

• Inheritance (v. 4)

• Sons don’t need to act employees (cf. Rom. 6:23)


• Trying to earn favor from the Father

• Or trying to find satisfaction elsewhere


• So yes this requires effort, but that effort should be primarily 
aimed at setting our minds on the hope we have in Christ – 
deeper faith, deeper repentance


“Rejoice in Christ and resist every temptation to doubt his love 
as you would resist a temptation to adultery or murder.” – John 
Newton



Called to Reverence:  1:17-21

And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according 
to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout 
the time of your exile, knowing that you were ransomed from the 
futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable 
things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of 
Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. He was 
foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made 
manifest in the last times for the sake of you who through him are 
believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him 
glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 
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Redeemer

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. – 
John 3:16-17 

The LORD redeems the life of his servants; 
  none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned. – 
Psalm 34:22 



The fear that made our fears afraid

But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared. – 
Psalm 130:4 

Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and 
forbearance and patience, not knowing that 
God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? – 
Romans 2:4 



The fear that made our fears afraid

• Banishes our other fears


• Fears of a zero-sum world in 
which others can become wealthy 
only at the expense of our 
poverty, or strong at the expense 
of our vulnerability
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“And such were some of you…”

“When identity is forged primarily through the negative process of 
the rejection of the beliefs and practices of others… we have to 
push others away from ourselves and keep them at a distance… 
Only those who refused to be defined by their enemies can bless 
them.” – Miroslav Volf


“That is, foreigners dwell respectfully in their host nation but 
participate in its culture only to the extent that its values and 
customs coincide with their own that they wish to preserve.  In this 
way the [idea of elect exiles] introduces a concept of differentiated 
engagement with society… of neither full assimilation nor complete 
withdrawal.” – Karen Jobes.
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Called to Brotherly Love:  1:22-25

Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a 
sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure 
heart, since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but 
of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; for 

 “All flesh is like grass 
  and all its glory like the flower of grass. 
 The grass withers, 
  and the flower falls, 
 but the word of the Lord remains forever.” 
  
 And this word is the good news that was preached to you.
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Missional community

• The word translated “exiles” in 1:1, 
1:17, and 2:11 literally translates 
“without home” or “without family”


• Later (2:5) Peter is going to talk about 
us being built into a spiritual house

• Crucial for mission is the sense that 

we are not the only ones who need 
a home and a family


• The Christian community 
demonstrates the effectiveness of 
the gospel to create that which all 
people long for



Called to Brotherly Love:  1:22-25

Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a 
sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure 
heart, since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but 
of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; for 

 “All flesh is like grass 
  and all its glory like the flower of grass. 
 The grass withers, 
  and the flower falls, 
 but the word of the Lord remains forever.” 
  
 And this word is the good news that was preached to you.



Called to Brotherly Love:  1:22-25

Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a 
sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure 
heart, since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but 
of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; for 

 “All flesh is like grass 
  and all its glory like the flower of grass. 
 The grass withers, 
  and the flower falls, 
 but the word of the Lord remains forever.” 
  
 And this word is the good news that was preached to you.



Called to Brotherly Love:  1:22-25

Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a 
sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure 
heart, since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but 
of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; for 

 “All flesh is like grass 
  and all its glory like the flower of grass. 
 The grass withers, 
  and the flower falls, 
 but the word of the Lord remains forever.” 
  
 And this word is the good news that was preached to you.



The Right Spiritual Diet:  2:1-3

So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy 
and all slander. Like newborn infants, long for the pure 
spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation—if 
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 



In it for the long haul

• Scripture portrays salvation as

• A pilgrimage (Ps. 119:54)

• A race (Heb. 12:1)

• A walk (Isa. 40:31; Rom. 6:4)

• A life (John 5:24)

• And as eating and drinking!
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Subservient to our salvation

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. – Romans 8:37-39 

“First Peter challenges Christians to reexamine our acceptance of 
society’s norms and to be willing to suffer the alienation of being a 
visiting foreigner in our own culture wherever its values conflict with 
those of Christ.” – Karen Jobes
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